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Deuteronomy 31:7-15, 20 

 

Discipleship Displays God’s Plan 
 

God knew something about Israel, and He knows the same thing about us. 

 God knows we have an insatiable desire toward being independent. 

  This tendency surfaces very early in life. 

   You know what I am referring to when I say “the terrible two’s”. 

 The antics of a two year old child can leave a care-giver’s head spinning. 

  A two-year-old isn’t quite sure what he or she wants out of life. 

   But they know it isn’t the thing they have in their hands. 

    They look at that foreign object and throw it away in disgust. 

  And they look for something else to pick up or take from another hand. 

   An entire household is terrorized by a two year old. 

    We know what follows on the heels of that reign of terror. 

     “I can do it myself.” 

   The three year old looks up at the incompetent adult standing over them. 

    “I don’t need you any more. 

     “I’m not wearing diapers so your work here is done. 

      “If there is something I can’t reach, I’ll get a chair. 

    “I’m not eating out of bottle. 

     “I have teeth for crying out loud. 

      “I can chew my own food. 

       “I can do all this stuff myself. 

     “I’ll call you if I need you. 

      “But don’t hold your breath waiting.” 

       And so it begins. 

        The treachery of independence starts out innocently. 

      Of course every parent caves in to that don’t they? 

       Baby sitters are laid off. 

        Cooking and cleaning and doing laundry suddenly cease. 

         The car seat is yanked and the stroller is tossed. 

       Far from it! 

        Parents still see a few deficiencies in a 3 year old. 

Even though the child has tamed the universe we still see beyond their horizon. 

 We never outgrow the mentality developed by a 3-year-old. 

  The lure of independence grows stronger and stronger. 

   At certain periods of life it mushrooms; fuelled by hormones. 

 If we could harness the power of hormones we could be independently wealthy. 

  They are like a nuclear explosion that forms words that sound strangely like; 

   “Mom, Dad, can I have the keys to the car?” 

    It sounds like a question, but it’s more than a question. 

  It feels more like a demand erupting from fierce independence. 

   Only one response comes to mind. 

    “Make sure you put hormones, I mean gas in it.” 

When did that happen? 

 As a parent you feel your own independence being sucked away. 

  Before you leave the house you now ask, “Is it OK if I have the car tonight?” 

   You feel like your kids have outgrown you. 

 You feel obsolete; like you are the last thing your kids need. 

  It feels like decisions are being made for you. 

   Kids don’t need mom or dad hovering, interrogating, interfering. 

    How many more years before they put me in a “home”? 
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  They have a license and mobility. 

   They have photo ID. 

    They have their own bank card. 

     Their friends have more money than you do. 

   They make it abundantly clear that their friends care more than you do. 

    Independence is rampant. 

     The enticement toward independence gets us all into trouble. 

      Independence lures us away from God. 

    We fall into a stupor of self-reliance. 

     We become intoxicated on our sense of invincibility. 

      That is such a dangerous way to live. 

God saw that potential danger with Israel and He sees it in us. 

 He knew that we were going to try and make it on our own. (vs. 16, 20, 21b) 

  God knew that we would try anything to not have to rely on Him. 

   He knew that I was going to rebel. 

 He knew I would chase after other gods and reject the love of the Father. 

  He has seen this in every generation, every person. 

   But God has a plan to bring people to Himself that involves people of faith. 

    God promised His presence (vs. 7b-8). 

  He made plans to tell the next generation about His presence (vs. 12-13). 

   God’s plan is for the next generation to know His gracious presence. 

    Israel was to deliberately reach into their community. 

     They were to gather together in one place, just like we are right now. 

   Men, women, children, visitors, and visitors’ children. 

    They were to hear and fear the Lord. 

     People who had heard the law before needed to hear it again. 

      People who had never heard it needed to hear it for the first time. 

    As long as they live in the Promised Land they need to be reminded. 

     Israel needed to tell their world how much God loves them. 

      They need to know I have a plan for them. 

       They are tempted to develop their own plan. 

     Their plan will take them away from me. 

      But I have a plan that will draw them to me. 

       You must make plans to reach your community. 

        Moses did what God told him to. 

      At the end of it all he said these words. 

“Lay to heart all the words which I enjoin upon you this day, that you may command 

them to your children, that they may be careful to do all the words of this law.  

For it is no trifle for you, but it is your life, and thereby you shall live long 

in the land which you are going over the Jordan to possess.”  (32:46-47) 

God, through Jesus, has given us a powerful message to pass on. 

 The message is found at the communion table. 

  Jesus has come to deliver you from your insatiable desire for independence. 

   He shed His blood; His body was broken; in obedience to the Father’s will. 

 Jesus shows us the power of a life fiercely dependent on God. 

  A life living for God is not a life to be trifled with. 

   A life separated for God is a life of force and power. 

    We are not in this for the “milk and honey” we can get for ourselves. 

  God’s everlasting love is not to be kept a secret. 

   In communion, we move away from independence and enter God’s plan. 

    We become intertwined with His plan to redeem all His fallen creation. 

     He has poured out His Holy Spirit upon His church. 

   In His power He helps us reshape the character of this world. 

    God is preparing the fields. 

     God is still calling the workers for the harvest. 

 

Breathe 


