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Acts 2:42-47 

Discipleship Displays - God’s Passion 
 

God has a very specific design for the body of His Son Jesus. 

 His body is, of course, the Church. 

  God has called the Church to something specific. 

   He has called us to make disciples through out the world. 

 God’s call is on everyone in the body, everyone in the Church. 

  There are no exclusions, there are no omissions in missions. 

   God chooses to use ordinary, broken human beings as vessels of his grace. 

    The idea that God would use you and me is pretty amazing. 

  He had other options. 

   He is passionate to see you fill your place in His kingdom. 

    What exactly is your place in this kingdom that we can’t see? 

     His call on your life meshes with your spiritual growth. 

   It usually does not just strike you like a bolt of lightning. (VIDEO) 

    His call on your life grows as your love for God deepens and grows. 

     To know God’s passion for you requires you to grow in love. 

      Paul sums up this journey of growth in loving God. 

“Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown 

here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men 

in their deceitful scheming.  Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all 

things grow up into Him who is the Head, that is, Christ.  From Him the whole body, 

joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up 

in love, as each part does its work.”  (Ephesians 4:14-16) 

    You grow in your love for God as every part does its work. 

Acts 2:42-47 paint a picture of the entire body of Christ doing its part. 

 This is not the result of a nosey reporter looking for something to write. 

  They are not recorded just because something bizarre was happening in Jerusalem. 

   Jerusalem was encountering something the world had never seen before. 

 Something new was being unleashed in Jerusalem. 

  There was a massive, universal, outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

   God was working powerfully through His body in the NT church. 

    He made sure we would know what He uses to enable us to grow in love. 

  In these verses we find 6 things that reveal a growing love. 

   When our love is growing our understanding of God’s call also grows. 

    Our eyes are opened to His Passion for all people. 

     Let’s look at the six things that bring growth. 

 

1. WORSHIP (vs. 46) 

 Worship is both public and personal. 

  There is the corporate experience of worship in and through the local church. 

   There are also moments of solitude for personal communion with God. 

    Both are a biblical mandate and a deeply personal experience. 

  Just because we are here this morning is no guarantee we have worshipped. 

   Worship is drawing near to God on a personal level. 

    Consistent worship is essential to growing in God’s love. 

     There is no other way. 

   Day by day the NT Church met in the temple and in homes. 

    The Church grew because they worshipped. 

     They reached their neighbours and brought them to Jesus. 

      They invited others to join them as they adored and praised God. 

“Why do you look down on your brother?  For we shall all stand before God’s 

judgment seat.  It is written ‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, ‘every knee 
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will bow before me; every tongue will confess to God.’  So then, each of us will 

give an account of himself to God” (Romans 14:10-12). 

“For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of 

righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, because anyone who serves Christ 

in this way is pleasing to God and receives human approval.  Let us therefore make 

every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.”  (Rom. 14:17-19) 

“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of 

mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice 

you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  …  May the God of 

hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow 

with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”  (Romans 15:5-6, 13) 

    Worship is “giving to Him the glory due His name.” 

     By worshiping God with a giving spirit we rightly worship. 

      God-focused worship blesses people. 

 

2. WITNESS (vs. 47) 

  Our witness takes on many forms. 

   It includes both verbal and active witness. 

    It involves verbal testimony as well as lifestyle and relationship. 

  The church must be constantly focused on outreach and evangelism. 

   Floyd Tidsworth writes, “Saturating everything with evangelism is a 

   characteristic of growing churches.” 

    “When a church begins to center upon itself, it inevitably begins to die 

    spiritually.” 

     Jack Redford adds, “Growing Churches . . . share their testimony and 

     faith in Jesus Christ at every opportunity.” 

   Through our witness the Lord can add daily to the Church. 

    An evangelistic lifestyle is the “D.N.A.” of the church. 

     A witnessing congregation lives in an atmosphere of expectancy. 

      A witnessing congregation verifies that God is on the move. 

    Spiritual victories are being won. 

 

3. WORK (Vs. 45) 

 Our work consists of the ministry in which we are involved. 

  It is local and global. 

   It crosses streets and crosses international borders. 

    Our work includes meeting basic human need. 

  Our work contributes to all, as any have need. 

Imagine signs and wonders being done through children, youth, and adults. 

 If you are going to grow in love it requires involvement in ministry. 

  If you are frustrated with God and the church, assess your work. 

   How have you ministered this week, this month? 

 Who in the community have you touched with Jesus? 

  Start now, as the Holy Spirit has empowered you. 

   Become part of a ministering team. 

    Don’t settle for the sidelines. 

  The work is done by moving in the trenches, not sitting on the benches. 

   It is the trenches that connect us to the world. 

    That is your work. 

 

4. WARFARE (vs. 42) 

  The spiritual battles are fought and won through prayer. 

   Prayer is both private and active spiritual warfare. 

C. Peter Wagner writes, “The more deeply I dig beneath the surface of church growth 

principles, the more thoroughly convinced I become that the real battle is a 

spiritual battle and that our principle weapon is prayer.” 

    The New Testament Church was devoted to prayers. 

  Their fellowship included prayer. 

   They fellowshipped with God Almighty through prayer. 

    Prayer brings the church into a supernatural dynamic. 
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     Through prayer we are burdened for others. 

   Through prayer we are thrust into action. 

    Through prayer the Great Commission becomes personal. 

     Making disciples is at the centre of the Great Commission 

      Satan schemes against churches that seek to produce disciples. 

    The Enemy works daily to defeat those who have invaded the darkness. 

     He prefers to keep us self-centered and inward-focused. 

      He doesn’t want us to acknowledge or reach the needs of the world 

       1.6 billion people have still never heard the gospel. 

     Prayer is a key weapon in the battle. 

Glen Martin and Dian Ginter write, “The last thing Satan wants is a praying people. 

He will do everything possible to intimidate and discourage you, to make you feel 

overwhelmed by the task.” 

Tom Rainer adds, “Only prayer can effectively break the bonds of complacency, 

tradition, and nit-picking that keep a church’s focus off evangelism.” 

Great Commission churches make prayer central to the work and worship and witness. 

 There is no other way to reach the world and our community. 

  To grow in love draws you into the warfare prayer. 

 

5. WALK (Vs. 42) 

 If you plan to grow in love you must walk with God. 

  Our walk includes study of God’s work and travelling with others. 

   Know God in His fullness. 

    Understand His love for this world. 

  They were devoted to the teaching of the word. 

   This must be the constant focus of the church. 

    We must move the new believer and the old believer to fruit-producing. 

     If you want to grow in love and help others grow in love, know God. 

   Be intentional in your study of Scripture. 

“that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may have 

fellowship with us; and our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus 

Christ.”  (1 John 1:3) 

A Great Commission Body of Christ discovers God’s passion by walking in the Word. 

 

6. WELCOME (Vs. 42, 46) 

 They grew in faith because they broke bread together. 

  This fellowship, this welcome, made them generous people. 

   This generosity far outstripped the world. 

    It wasn’t the generosity the world was accustomed to. 

  The world’s idea of generous is I’ll scratch your back if you scratch mine. 

   The Church’s version of generous is I lay down my life for you. 

    That will guarantee growing love. 

     Be generous as Jesus is generous. 

No wonder the early church found favour with all the people. 

 No wonder the early church found favour with God. 

  They loved one another. 

   And the world saw that love because it didn’t stop at the door. 

 The love of God flowed out to the streets. 

“Little children, let us not love in word or speech but in deed and in truth.” (1 

John 3:18) 

  It made the world around them want to know Jesus. 

   God could have spoken to the world directly. 

    Instead He chose to use broken people like you and me to showcase his grace. 

  Instead He provided these 6 tools that show our world God’s redemption. 

   They open the way for a supernatural dynamic to take place. 

    This dynamic will permeate the entire church fellowship. 

     How far has God’s love penetrated your life? 
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