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Today is the Day of Pentecost. 

 I hope you know why that is significant. 

  Pentecost has always marked a whole new time of history. 

   Pentecost was nothing new to the people of Israel. 

 Pentecost in the Old Testament was the festival of weeks. 

  It commemorated the giving of the Law on Mt. Sinai. 

   Pentecost was celebrated seven weeks after the Passover. 

    The Passover was the beginning of the salvation of Israel. 

  Passover was marked with the sacrifice of a lamb. 

   The lamb’s blood was smeared around the door of Jewish homes. 

    The 10th plague’s ‘angel of death’ saw the blood and passed over. 

     Those in the home were saved from the plague. 

   Jesus was crucified at Passover. 

    Jesus, the Lamb of God, shed His blood. 

     His blood was shed for our forgiveness, our salvation. 

      His blood eliminates the condemnation of sin. 

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  For 

the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of 

sin and death.  For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not 

do:  sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, He 

condemned sin in the flesh,” (Romans 8:1-3) 

It was the Passover that broke the back of Egypt. 

 Pharaoh’s hard heart finally crumbled before God’s will to free Israel. 

  The moment of Israel’s salvation had arrived. 

   Pharaoh literally drove them out of Egypt. 

 Jesus’ Passover death and resurrection broke the back of Satan’s dominion. 

  Many times Jesus encountered evil spirits possessing an individual. 

   Those evil spirits recognized Jesus and trembled. 

    Those evil spirits knew they were in trouble. 

  They could not resist the authority of God Almighty. 

   They knew God’s voice when they heard Jesus speak. 

    They wanted nothing to do with Jesus. 

     They begged Him to leave them alone. 

   Mark, in his Gospel account of Jesus, cuts right to the chase. 

    The first chapter is riddled with demonic encounters. 

(Mark 1:21-27, 32-34, 39) 

50 days after the Passover Israel was camped at the base of Mt. Sinai. 

 It was at the top of Mt. Sinai that Moses met God’s hand. 

  A new Law was written into tablets of stone by the finger of God. 

   God was moving. 

 His presence enveloped the mountain. 

“On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick 

cloud upon the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people 

who were in the camp trembled.  …  And Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke, because 

the Lord descended upon it in fire; and the smoke of it went up like the smoke 

of a kiln, and the whole mountain quaked greatly.  And as the sound of the 

trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder.  
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And the Lord came down upon Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain;” (Ex. 

19:16, 18-20a) 

  This was the beginning of Pentecost, 50 days after the Passover. 

   Everything changed for Israel with that moment. 

    They became a nation saved from slavery. 

  They became a Covenant people living under a new law. 

   But Israel at Mt. Sinai pales in comparison to that Jerusalem morning. 

    At Mt. Sinai they watched God’s Spirit move from a distance. 

     They did not dare approach the mountain. 

50 days after Jesus’ death and resurrection was the Day of Pentecost. 

 God’s living and dynamic presence enveloped an upper room. (Acts 2:1-3) 

  More importantly, He enveloped hearts and lives. 

   God was moving through His Holy Spirit. 

 Everything changed for the disciples in that moment. 

  They became people saved from the sinful nature. 

   They were empowered to be the Covenant people of Jesus. 

    Jesus made a new covenant with them after the Passover meal. 

  His broken body and shed blood spoke of a new covenant. 

   A new spirit I will put within them. 

    God wasn’t planning to implant a new physical organ. 

     God Himself was going to dwell within us. 

   We would be His people and He would be our God. 

Ezekiel 36:25-27New Living Translation (NLT) 

“Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean. Your filth will 

be washed away, and you will no longer worship idols.  And I will give you a new 

heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn 

heart and give you a tender, responsive heart.  And I will put my Spirit in you 

so that you will follow my decrees and be careful to obey my regulations.” 

    And a new law was being written on hearts of people. 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; even as I have 

loved you, that you also love one another”  (John 13:34) 

     The law of the Spirit of life and love replacing the law of sin and 

     death. 

God was drawing His people of faith into a new relationship. 

 But it was not a relationship that could be sustained by human flesh. 

  Take out your hymn book at turn to number 4. 

   A Mighty Fortress Is Our God. (Vs. 1-4) 

 We have no physical strength for this relationship. 

  There is nothing we have in ourselves to give us confidence. 

   So we let it all go, goods and kindred, even life itself. 

    It is all surrendered. 

  Because victory, in this battle, has only one Source! 

   “The Spirit and the gifts are ours through Him who with us sideth.” 

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness” (Romans 8:26a) 

“But you are not in the flesh, you are in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of 

God dwells in you.  Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 

belong to Him.  But if Christ is in you, although your bodies are dead because 

of sin, your spirits are alive because of righteousness.  If the Spirit of Him 

who raised Jesus from dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the 

dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through His Spirit which dwells 

in you.”  (Romans 8:9-11) 

The final words of Jesus to His disciples started with this statement. 

 You can find it in Acts 1:4 where Jesus charged them not to leave Jerusalem. 

  They were to stay and wait in Jerusalem for the promise of the Father. 

   There was no guess work as to who the promise of the Father was. 

 They were to receive the Holy Spirit’s baptism. 

  The Holy Spirit is the promise. 
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   He is the dynamic, living, dwelling presence of God with His people. 

    The Holy Spirit is not just an aura of God. 

  He is not just an influence to motivate the disciples to do better. 

   He is not some power that would sweep in from time to time. 

    He is, as Paul described Him, the Spirit of love (Romans 15:30). 

“I appeal to you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the 

Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf.” 

The Love of the Spirit. 

 We speak often of the love of our heavenly Father. 

  The love of Christ is abundantly evident to us. 

   We thank God for His steadfast love that endures forever. 

 But how often do you give thanks for the love of the Spirit? 

  As a person of faith we pause daily and thank the Father for His love. 

   God’s love gave His only Son Jesus to die on the cross for me. 

    Each day we look into the face of Jesus and thank Him for His love. 

  He entered a broken world and became broken by it on the Cross. 

   But how often do we say to the Holy Spirit in prayer, Thank You! 

    Thank You for loving me. 

     Thank You for coming to this world of sin and darkness. 

   Thank You for pursuing me even through paths of sin. 

    The Holy Spirit does not stop at any door. 

     He comes with us through the agony sin and remains the Holy Spirit. 

      He then reveals Jesus as the Saviour who meets my every need. 

    He enables me to receive this Jesus as my own Saviour. 

     Thank You for seeking me out and following me so patiently. 

      Thank You for revealing to me my utter ruin and need of Jesus. 

       Thank You for showing me Jesus, His humanity and divinity. 

The love of the Spirit is at the root of our salvation. 

 We can know the love of the Holy Spirit, sent by the Father in answer to the 

 prayer of the Son as we see in our text (John 14:16). 

“And hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us” (Romans 5:5) 

  The patient, long-suffering, never-tiring, infinitely-tender love of the Holy 

  Spirit, is my only hope of salvation today. 

   Oh, the Holy Spirit is not merely an influence or a power. 

 He is not an illumination but is a Person of perfect love. 

  He is just as real as God the Father of Jesus Christ His Son. 

   He is the fulfillment of the promise of the Father 

R.A. Torrey said, back in 1910, “If we think of the Holy Spirit … as merely a 

power or influence, our constant thought will be, ‘How can I get more of the 

Holy Spirit,’ but if we think of Him in the Biblical way as a Divine Person, our 

thought will rather be, ‘How can the Holy Spirit have more of me?’  The 

conception of the Holy Spirit as a Divine influence or power that we somehow get 

hold of and use, leads to self-exaltation.  …  I can think of no thought more 

humbling or more overwhelming than the thought that a person of Divine majesty 

and glory dwells in my heart and is ready to use even me.  …  The Holy Spirit is 

not merely a gracious influence but a real Person, just as real as Jesus Christ 

Himself.”  (The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit, pp 8-9) 

He, the Holy Spirit is the promise of the Father and the Son. 

 Power knows nothing of truth and love. 

  But the Holy Spirit who we receive, is truth and love. 

   Pilate asked Jesus during His trial, “what is truth?” – wrong question. 

 The question should have been “who is truth?” 

  Jesus came to bear witness to the truth, the Spirit of truth. 

   He is worthy to receive worship, our faith, our love, our entire surrender. 

    The Spirit of truth will reveal what we need to surrender today. 

  He cannot do otherwise and still be the Spirit of truth. 


