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Last week we looked at the gift of Teaching. 

 This week we are going to focus on the Gift of Giving. 

  The gift of Teaching gives us the Potential to Invest. 

   When something is learned it is never exhausted or used up. 

 When I was a child I was taught John 3:16. 

  Someone invested in my life by teaching me the truth of that verse. 

   Over the years I have quoted that verse. 

    I could quote it 30 times a day and not diminish it or consume it. 

  In fact the opposite happens. 

   Every time I quote John 3:16 that verse gets stronger. 

    It isn’t weakened by use but rather strengthened by use. 

     That is the beauty of investing with the gift of teaching. 

   Lessons are taught that will last a life time. 

    A couple of years ago I told you about my monthly allowance. 

     Right after dad’s payday was allowance day. 

      Dad would gather all his boys around him. 

    Each of us received our dollar’s worth of dimes. 

     I don’t have any of those dimes now. 

      I wish I did because those dimes were silver. 

       The dimes vanished with time. 

     But with each dime I was taught something. 

      I was taught to tithe my allowance. 

       The dimes are gone, but the lesson has stuck. 

The joy of giving to the Lord’s work was taught as an investment. 

 I was taught a spiritual principle that was a huge investment in my life. 

  But giving is not an investment like teaching. 

   To teach someone gives us the opportunity to invest in their life. 

 To give to someone gives us the opportunity to overflow into their lives. 

  Everyone is able to give. 

   But not all are gifted givers. 

    For example, have you ever known someone who excels at giving headaches? 

  That person may be a great giver, but not a gifted giver. 

   Do you know people who are a pain in the neck? 

    Same thing; they may be good at giving, but not be a gifted giver. 

A perfectionist is defined as a person who goes to great pains, then gives them 

to others. 

     Lots of fingers could be pointing at me over that one. 

We are all givers of something. 

 We can give anxiety, teens learn that gift. 

  Just talk to the parent of a teen. 

   We can give joy, babies give that gift. 

 Just look at a parent holding a new born. 

  We can give terror, babies give that gift. 

   Just look at a parent holding a new born. 

    There are a lot of philanthropists in the world. 

  ‘Philanthropist’ comes from 2 Greek words. 

   Philia which means love, and anthropos which means humanity. 
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    A philanthropist expresses love for humanity. 

     One definition of philanthropist goes like this: 

“A person who seeks to promote the welfare of others, especially by the generous 

donation of money to good causes.” 

In Romans 12:8 Paul mentions the spiritual gift of giving. 

 The gift of giving is vastly different from a philanthropist. 

  A philanthropist gives out of their abundance. 

   Our Scripture this morning gives a real life insight into the gift of giving. 

 Paul is writing to the Corinthians about the Macedonians. 

  The Christians in Macedonia were going through the toughest of times. 

   Paul describes it as a severe test of affliction. 

    We are not told what their severe test of affliction was. 

  But we can be certain it was a consequence of their faith in Jesus. 

   And we can be certain that it resulted in extreme poverty. 

    Some of us have known tough times financially. 

     Maybe all of us have had our bank accounts zero out. 

   We all know the reality of debt. 

    But none of us have known poverty like the Macedonians. 

     It was incomprehensible how poor the Macedonians were. 

      Dirt poor doesn’t come close to describing their poverty. 

    The Greek words suggest a poverty that was absolute. 

      There was no level of poverty beyond theirs. 

       Their poverty plunged to depths that could not be registered. 

     They could lay claim to nothing. 

Yet Paul describes something utterly amazing in 2 Corinthians 8:1-7. 

 Out of their unfathomable depths of poverty came an overflow of liberality. 

  How was that possible? 

   How could they give like that? 

 How does someone who has nothing overflow in a wealth of liberality? 

  We can’t figure this out. 

   It is foreign to our thinking. 

    It isn’t normal. 

  If they have nothing, how can they overflow with liberality? 

   And why would something like that even happen? 

    What would make them think they had anything to contribute? 

Jesus wanted the rich Corinthian Church to be able to answer these questions. 

 And He wants us rich Canadian Christians to also answer these questions. 

  They discovered how to combine abundant joy with extreme poverty. 

   There is no natural recipe for that mixture. 

 They had every right to be pitiable and pitiful. 

  But something had happened to them. 

 

I Grace happened (verse 1). 

  They received the grace of the Holy Spirit’s sanctifying power and presence. 

   Only the fullness of the Holy Spirit can transform self-pity to joy. 

    Notice what Paul wrote in verse 9. 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet 

for your sake He became poor, so that by His poverty you might become rich.” 

  As an expression of His grace Jesus became poor. 

   Jesus’ poverty was exactly the same as the Macedonians’ poverty. 

    The same Greek word is used in verses 2 and 9. 

     Jesus knew unlimited riches but became ultimate poverty. 

   What did Jesus do with His riches? 

    Did He use them up before He was born in flesh? 

     Did He give them to His Father? 

      Did He store His riches so they would be waiting for Him later? 

No, by the parables Jesus taught He reveals what He did with them. 



 

3 

 

 He told stories about rich land owners who went on trips. 

  And in each story his riches were entrusted to others. 

   In some stories those who were trusted used the riches wisely. 

 In other stories the tenants turned on their benefactor. 

  They squandered or stole the riches. 

   You can tell who had the gift of giving. 

    The tenants who knew what they had wasn’t theirs had the gift of giving. 

  They realized the Master maintained rightful ownership. 

   What did Jesus do with His riches? 

    Jesus entrusted His riches to the Macedonians. 

     He entrusts His riches to us. 

   Paul said, “by His poverty you might become rich.” 

    That is why the gift of giving is so important. 

     Grace protects us from greed. 

      Grace makes us generous and rich toward others. 

God through His grace made it possible for them to be liberal givers. 

 Out of their poverty they were using the riches of Jesus. 

  He didn’t become poor in our place so that we could become fat on His riches. 

   Jesus became poor so that we could be liberal givers. 

 Paul pulls all this together in 2 Corinthians 9:8 

“And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that you 

may always have enough of everything [so that you will never be hungry, so that 

you will have everything materially that you want, so that you will never again 

have a need – no!] so that you may provide in abundance for every good work.” 

  This is all possible because of grace. 

   Paul says it is possible “because of the surpassing grace of God in you.  

Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:14b-15) 

    Grace happened in their lives. 

  That was the first action. 

   But we see a second action. 

 

II Giving Happened (verse 5) 

  “But first they gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God.” 

   Giving is the first response to grace. 

    They gave themselves without reservation to the Lord and those He loved. 

  They embraced this beautiful total relationship with Jesus. 

   They gave themselves totally to Him which exploded a dam of selfishness. 

    Selfishness is a dam that bottles everything inside us. 

     The Spirit was poured out to destroy that dam. 

   By the Holy Spirit the flood gates burst open. 

    As God’s grace flows into us guess what starts leaking out. 

     God’s grace begins to flow uncontrollably. 

      Nothing will stop it. 

Not even poverty will be able to stop the gift of giving. 

 Jesus is now calling the shots in their lives. 

  God has reached out to them in all His riches. 

   Jesus has become real in their lives. 

 Jesus is their Lord and Master. 

  And in giving themselves to Jesus they give themselves to others. 

   It is automatic. 

    When connected with Jesus we are connected to others. 

  When we give ourselves to Jesus we give ourselves to others. 

   We cannot say we are fully for Jesus if we are not equally for others. 

    Grace results in giving. 

 

III Generosity happened (verse 4) [Invite Mia and Jamie to platform] 

  They begged Paul to let them offer relief to the saints. 
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   Doing something that doesn’t make sense is the evidence of total surrender. 

    They surrendered unreservedly to God’s will which is sanctification. 

“For this is the will of God, your sanctification:  that you abstain from 

unchastity.  … “God has called us not for uncleanness but in holiness.  Whoever 

disregards this, disregards not man but God, who gives His Holy Spirit to you.”  

(1 Thessalonians 4:3, 7-8) 

  This is the spiritual gift of giving. 

   Holiness is manifested with gratitude, generosity, singleness of mind. 

    Their giving was unique because of their obvious liberality. 

Liberality can mean sincerity or singleness. 

 It means to be folded together. 

  Recipes take individual ingredients and fold them together. 

   And the flavor that results from that folding is something totally new. 

 No one could imagine the taste that comes when the ingredients are united. 

  Liberality can also mean braided. 

   Everything brought together into one unit. 

The world thinks freedom is found in doing your own thing. 

 Being able to say I did it my way is the world’s ultimate freedom. 

  But in Christ true freedom is found in unity. 

   Freedom is being braided into Christ and the body of Christ. 

 When grace happens from Jesus, 

  When giving happens to Jesus, 

   The spiritual gift of giving means we no longer focus on resources. 

We are caught up in relationships that enable us to relinquish God’s wealth. 

 How fitting that we receive communion with the spiritual gift of giving. 

  Communion reminds us how Jesus emptied Himself. 

   How He gave His life for us. 

    In Communion we are encouraged to receive grace. 

  In Communion we are encouraged to give ourselves to Jesus and others. 

   In Communion we are encouraged to love extravagantly in the Spirit. 

    At the Lord’s Table we are braided together into singleness of heart. 

 

Kanwilin read 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

Communion and video – I See the Cross 

 

“Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God our Father, who loved us and 

gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and 

establish them in every good work and word.”  (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17) 


