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If I retire on my 65th birthday I am now 42 months away from retirement. 

 Now turn the clock way back. 

  When I enrolled in Seminary in 1976 I was 42 years from retirement. 

   I didn’t think a whole lot about retirement and pensions back then. 

 Retirement was for old people and I wasn’t old. 

  And I had no spare cash kicking around. 

   So I let the years slip by. 

    I did nothing to prepare for retirement. 

  Oh, the government robbed me when I got a pay cheque. 

   They took money from me every week for CPP- whatever that stood for. 

    I sure could have used that money to put food on the table. 

     And the churches I pastored did the same thing. 

   It was called an assigned a budget. 

    The church had to send away money for a pension. 

     It meant that when I retired I would be able to live comfortably. 

      The pension was $7.00/month per years of service. 

    After 42 years my pension would be $7X42 = $294.00/month. 

I was 34 years old when I made my first personal investment for retirement. 

 A friend advised it would be a good idea to by an RRSP. 

  I didn’t have the money to do that. 

   So I borrowed $1,000 against my income tax return to by an RRSP. 

 I faithfully purchased a $1,000 RRSP for the next 9 years. 

  That is called investing. 

   It was a slow start. 

    There was still no panic. 

  I had lots of years ahead of me, so I thought. 

   Financial experts were saying – “invest when you are young.” 

    Don’t wait!  Make your money work for you! 

     When you are 42 months from retirement banks will have wonderful news. 

   “You are richer than you think, got watch a movie on us.” 

    I haven’t been offered any free movies. 

     And people would laugh at me if I thought I was rich. 

      I wasn’t a good investor years ago. 

    I still am not a good investor. 

     I could put my next 42 months’ wages entirely into RRSPs. 

      And I still would not max out my contribution limit. 

       That limit is now a joke. 

     That’s because I waited to start investing financially. 

      I was too busy trying to make ends meet. 

Tragically, many Christians do the same thing spiritually. 

 We are tempted to procrastinate making spiritual investments. 

  The Holy Spirit and inexhaustible riches in Christ Jesus are available to us. 

   And we are glad they are available. 

 But we fail to embrace them and grow in them and invest our lives in them. 

  Someday we will start putting our energies where it really matters. 

   But eternity is a long way away. 

    I have lots of time to get around to spiritual investments. 



 

 

  Right now I am just too busy working extra hours. 

   I’m lucky to get to church a couple of times a month. 

    I’ll invest spiritually later on when things slow down. 

     When the kids are off to college then I can invest spiritually. 

   When I get these bills cleared and don’t have to work extra hours. 

    Then I will have the time to invest spiritually. 

     Someday I will use what God has given me for His Kingdom. 

      But right now I am too busy building my own kingdom. 

    God’s will for my life just has to wait. 

Jesus doesn’t go easy on us when we push past Him in our earthly pursuits. 

“For whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for my 

sake, he will save it.  For what does it profit a man if he gains [invests] the 

whole world and loses or forfeits himself?”  (Luke 9:24-25) 

 We are invited to invest in God’s Kingdom now. 

“To another He said, ‘Follow Me!’  But he said, ‘Lord, let me first go and bury 

my father.’  But He said to him, ‘Leave the dead to bury their own dead; but as 

for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.’  Another said, ‘I will follow You, 

Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.’  Jesus said to him, 

‘No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of 

God.’”  (Luke 9:59-62) 

  We are invited to invest in God’s Kingdom now. 

“And he said to them, ‘Take heed, and beware of all covetousness; for a man’s 

life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.’  And He told them a 

parable, saying, ‘The land of a rich man brought forth plentifully; and he 

thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’” 

   Notice the absence of any notion of investing outside himself. 

 Here he was already rich. 

  He really didn’t need more. 

   He could have afforded investing his new crop in others. 

“And he said, ‘I will do this:  I will pull down my barns, and build larger 

ones; and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  And I will say to my 

soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, 

drink, be merry.’  But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required 

of you; and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’  So is he who 

lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”  (Luke 12:15-21 

italics added). 

    We are invited to invest in God’s Kingdom now. 

“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom.  Sell your possessions, and give [invest] alms; provide yourselves with 

purses that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, 

where no thief approaches and no moth destroys.  For where you treasure is, 

there will your heart be also.”  (Luke 12:32-34) 

  God invites us to invest in His Kingdom now. 

   Not later when we anticipate more time. 

    Not later when we have sufficient knowledge. 

     Not later when all our material needs are satisfied. 

In Luke 6:24-36 (p. 1033) Jesus warns about delayed investing in God’s Kingdom. 

 Love now, bless now, turn now, give now, do unto others now! 

  If I follow Jesus but live like those who don’t, what credit is it? 

   Where is the investment there? 

 If we give looking for payback, what credit is that? 

  Where is the investment there? 

   If I love those who love me, what credit is that? 

    Where is the investment there? 

  When you love your enemies, great will be your reward. 

   When you lend without gaining in return, great will be your reward. 

    When you are merciful like your Father is, great will be your reward. 



 

 

     That is investing where God calls us to invest. 

One way God enables us to invest in His Kingdom is the gift of Teaching. 

 Teaching gives us the potential to invest in others. 

“And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the 

authorities, [or a bunch of 4 year olds, or a group of teenagers, or a circle of 

adults] do not be anxious how or what you are to answer or what you are to say; 

for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.”  

(Luke 12:11-12) 

  To procrastinate investing God’s gifts in others is risky. 

   If I delay using the gift of teaching others will not be equipped. 

 If the teacher procrastinates, the negative impact escalates. 

  Potential students fail to be equipped. 

   They miss the investment that should have been made in their life. 

    10 or 12 children, teens, or adults are not equipped for ministry. 

  The lives those students could have touched are then left waiting. 

   There is a far better way to live 

Paul describes that better way in 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 (p. 1160 pew Bible). 

 God has given everything we need to begin investing right now. 

“as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing 

everything.”  (2 Corinthians 6:10b) 

“And His gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some 

evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of 

ministry, for building up the body of Christ.”  (Ephesians 4:11-12) 

  Some are gifted to teach – so, teach! 

“Now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” (2 Cor. 6:2b) 

   Maybe that was their day of salvation or new revelation but no one invested. 

 I’m not suggesting that we have only one chance to put our faith in Jesus. 

  But why would we want anyone to miss an opportunity to enter the Kingdom? 

   Why would we want anyone to not be equipped for ministry? 

    Why would we want anyone to miss the unity of the faith? 

  Why would we want anyone to not move onto maturity? 

   Why would we want anyone to miss the fullness of Christ? 

    Why would we want anyone to remain vulnerable to life’s storms? 

     Why would we want anyone to be futile and darkened in their thinking? 

   Why would we want anyone to be alienated from God due to ignorance? 

    Why would we want anyone to continue practicing every kind of evil? 

     We don’t live that way because someone taught us about Jesus. 

      Someone invested in your life by teaching the truth of Jesus. 

“When Jesus ascended on high He led a host of captives, and He gave gifts to 

men” (vs. 8). 

Teaching is an awesome, wonderful opportunity to invest. 

 Teaching others about Jesus brings us treasures for this life and eternity. 

  We become part of the cloud of witnesses. 

   We experience the Kingdom of God here and now. 

 The gifts of the Spirit demand our immediate attention. 

  Every gift that we are exploring is to be earnestly sought. 

   They are not to be shrugged off. 

    They are essential to the Kingdom of God. 

  Jesus knew that and so He taught. 

   Jesus used every miracle as a teaching moment. 

    When God’s Spirit is working in us He is opening the door to teach. 

     It happened in Moses’ Elijah’s and Elisha’s days and it happens now. 
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