
The Gift of Tongues 

1 Corinthians 12:1 – 13:1 

As little kids we always loved going to the Airport, because we got to go up and down the 

escalators. We would get to go to the observation deck and see the planes landing. Oh and of 

course we also got see some “gringos”, for whatever reason I always found it fascinating to see 

these yellow hair giants. I use to wonder about what they got fed that made them so tall… There 

was also a part of me that found it ever so intriguing how they were able to utter sounds that 

made sense to them and it sounded like nothing more than gibberish to me. There was a 

fascinating mystery to it that made me want to know that they were saying.  

In some ways hearing the gringos speaking English may have started in me an interest with 

different kinds of languages. I remember this one time my cousins started to make this sounds 

that seem to make sense to them. They would use this language to communicate whenever there 

were other people around, so that no one namely “me” could rat them out…Not sure where they 

got the idea that I would rat them out but, anyways it was gibberish to me and to anyone else 

around. I am happy to rat out, wait I mean report that whatever it was that they were doing never 

became an official language, not that it ever was one.  

What does all this have to do with our message for this morning? Well, once again, I am glad 

you asked. I am sure by now all of us are aware that the first letter to the Corinthians addresses 

many issues in the church. The Corinthian church was being plagued by all kinds of issues 

because of the influence other religions were having on them, because of lack of understanding; 

this is why Paul makes the statement “about Spiritual Gifts I Do Not Want You To Be Ignorant.” 

There was a clarification that needed to happen in this area because of the way other religions 

were expressing/professing the spiritual gifts.   

While I am not one for giving history lessons, I cannot help myself but give a little historical 

background on this matter in order that we may understand why Paul addresses the issue of 

speaking in tongues. Now first and foremost I want you to notice that I did not say Spiritual Gift, 

I said issue of speaking in tongues. The reason this is important is because of where the 

misinterpretation comes from. Let us take a look.  

The Greek word for tongue, “glossa”, is used primarily in three ways according to the Greek-

English Lexicon. In one case it simply means the tongue, the organ of speech. In another it refers 

to a language. The third usage refers to a phenomenon found in pagan Hellenistic religion with 

the broken speech patterns of people in religious ecstasy (p. 161).  

So in other words, glossa took place in pegan religions as a result of loosing themselves during a 

spiritual ritual, where the priest or priestess connects with the god or gods; and as the connection 

happens the individual then begins to utter ecstatic speech/unintelligible sounds.  

 This was a well known practice in ancient Greece. The priestess of Apollo would work herself 

into a religious frenzy and then fall down to the ground, often in a sort of convulsive fit, and 

come under the "possession of the god." While in this state she would babble unintelligible 

words (the language of the gods). This was the issue that Paul was looking to address with the 



brothers in the church of Corinth. This practice is what makes a mockery of the Almighty God. 

The lack of understanding of the sovereignty of God is where the problem lies.  

I have heard different people say all kinds of different things when it come to speaking in 

tongues, but the one that makes me laugh is this “If you do not speak in tongues you do not have 

the spirit of God in you..” Where do we get this rubbish from? I suppose then that Jesus did not 

have the spirit of God either since there is no account of him speaking in tongues…The word of 

God clearly states that “there are different kinds of gifts, but the same spirit” so to proclaim that 

the speaking in tongues is the evidence that the spirit of God is in us is nothing more than 

arrogance.  

Let me get back on track here… Let us go to one of the passages that gets used all the time when 

talking about speaking in tongues. Acts 2 the Day of Pentecost “When the day of Pentecost 

came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind 

came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed 

to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 

When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard 

their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these  

who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 

9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 

11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the 

wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What 

does this mean?”13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much 

wine.”  

Peter Addresses the Crowd 14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and 

addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to 

you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine 

in the morning!”  

So when we compare the day of Pentecost to the Corinthian experience of tongues, we quickly 

see that it was something altogether different. Interpreters were needed in the Corinthian 

experience and no interpretation was needed in the Pentecostal experience. So what does this 

mean? That’s that mean that speaking in tongues has altogether been misunderstood? In many 

ways yes! In talking with my dad he told me a story of a phone call he made to a cousin of his 

because he was proclaiming to be Christian. During the conversation this cousin of my dads out 

of the blue began to spit out some gibberish and went on to call it speaking in tongues. Now I am 

not sure, nor is my dad sure if he was speaking in tongues or not, considering that nothing was 

understood. Based on what scripture says this man was speaking nothing more than gibberish. 

Why do we know that, because scripture says “anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to 



men but to God.” 1 Corin14:2 Now unless this guy was so confused that he thought that God had 

called him on the phone…there was no need for him to do what he did.  

The speaking in tongues is mentioned three times in the book of Acts, and each time it serve to 

authenticate the gospel and to overcome barriers to evangelism! The first account of speaking in 

tongues makes it clear they spoke in different languages, and these languages where known 

languages not unknown. Where by each individual could understand what was being said clearly 

without interpretation. The only other time we hear about speaking in tongues is in Corinthians 

where Paul addresses because of the issues surrounding the gift.  

One thing we can rest assured of, no matter what the gift of the Spirit maybe, whatever the gift it 

will serve to edified the church, it will serve to strengthen the church, and ultimately to glorify 

God.  

This is why Paul says “I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. But in the 

church I would rather speak fie intelligible word to instruct others than ten thousand words in a 

tongue…” 1Corin14:18-19  

Benediction:  

 “If I speak in tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a 

clanging cymbal…chapter 14- he who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies 

edifies the church…” earlier I stated that the scriptures make no mention of Jesus speaking in 

tongues, that is because Jesus only spoke one language and that language was the Truth, so that 

sinner may be set free and come to the knowledge of salvation.  

 There is only one tongue I desire to speak and that tongue is Christ crucified, because when it is 

all said and done what matters is not how many gifts I have received from the Spirit, what matter 

is how I used those gifts to bring the lost to Christ.  

 


