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The Power of the Cross 
Proclaims Life 

 

Paul really wants to get something across here. 

 How can I tell? 

  He is doing his own writing. 

   Most of Paul’s letters are written by a scribe. 

 He dictates, as an assistant writes. 

  This was not the case for the last part of this letter. 

   He becomes deadly serious. 

    You know my handle in our family is Superpop. 

  Sometimes it’s hard to be taken seriously with a name like that. 

   My hair isn’t helping either right now. 

    But every once-in-a-while I have to get serious with our grandkids. 

     Occasionally I have something important to say. 

   And they better hear it or things could end poorly. 

    But whenever I try, they still think I’m playing around. 

     So I have to do something different to get their attention. 

      I have to stop being superpop and act like a parent. 

    No more fun and games until you understand. 

     What I am saying is really, really important and you better get it. 

      Listen to me! 

“See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand.” 

       Paul is saying I really need you to focus here. 

     Forget about your plans for a minute. 

      I need your undivided attention. 

       He is getting really personal here. 

        He is eliminating any distraction. 

      What I am saying is life and death for you. 

       You need to get this. 

He writes it out in huge, bold, in-your-face-sized letters. 

 “Pay attention to this. 

  “I’m not joking about this, this is serious stuff.” 

   Paul can’t afford to leave room for any misunderstanding. 

 He doesn’t want to hear us say, “Why didn’t you tell me?” 

  Or, “I don’t remember reading that.” 

   Do not miss this point. 

    This is important! 

  What is it that is so urgent for Paul? 

   Life!  Paul wants us to find life in the right place. 

    He knew that left to ourselves we would get it wrong. 

     How can we get life wrong? 

   Paul shows us with his own hand writing. 

 

I We have a tendency to GLORY IN THE MARKS OF THE FLESH. (vs. 13) 

  What does that mean – to glory in the flesh? 

   Paul says that we have a prideful, arrogant nature. 

    We are all trophy hunters. 

  We may try to disguise that nature. 

   We can try to camouflage this trait. 

    We can try to dress it up so it looks acceptable. 

     But we are trophy hunters. 
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   Every trophy hunter, below the surface is cut-throat. 

    Trophies are designed to make us look good. 

     A trophy hunter’s motto is, “I’ll do whatever it takes to look good.” 

      We use all this energy trying to look good and be acceptable. 

    We idolize people we think are beautiful, powerful, skillful. 

     And we model our lives after the marks of their flesh. 

      And so our choices, our decisions, our values hinge on glory. 

      But not the glory of God. 

       We glory in appearance. 

     We are more concerned people see our goodness than God. 

      We are more focused on what others see than what God sees. 

Paul said there are always people whose focus is to make a good showing. 

 I have to admit my guilt here. 

  I want the sermons I preach to make a positive impact. 

   I would like to think that my preaching is drawing people. 

 I don’t want to be embarrassed by my preaching. 

   And I venture to say every Board member feels the same. 

   Who wants to invite someone to a church that is embarrassing? 

    Who wants to say, “Yeah I’m a member of Mediocre First Church”? 

  Does that really matter? 

   None of us are very far removed from the trophy hunting crowd. 

    Paul himself had been part of it. 

     He shared his own testimony. 

   We can read it in Acts 22. 

    He told the crowd listening that he had been zealous. 

     He had wanted to make a name for himself. 

      And he did it by rounding up Christians. 

    He put them in chains so everyone could see the great things he did. 

     He paraded his Christian trophies through the streets. 

“I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering to prison both men and 

women, as the high priest and the whole council of elders bear me witness.” 

      Paul was no stranger to trophy hunting (Gal. 1:13-14). 

       He knows what he is talking about from first-hand experience. 

     He is alerting us to who we are. 

      Don’t get duped by appearances and motives. 

       Notice what Paul said in vs. 12 and 13. 

        In the Message it reads this way. 

“These people who are attempting to force the ways of circumcision on you have only 

one motive: They want an easy way to look good before others, lacking the courage 

to live by a faith that shares Christ's suffering and death. All their talk about 

the law is gas.  … They only want you to be circumcised so they can boast of their 

success in recruiting you to their side. That is contemptible!” 

      They were looking for human trophies. 

Trophy hunters want to glory in their power over people. 

 Trophy hunters will do whatever they need to make themselves look good. 

  Paul says, “Listen to me, that is not real life. 

   “If you want life, that is not the way to experience it. 

 “Believe me, I tried – but not anymore. 

  Trophy hunting is living contrary to the cross of Christ. 

 

II Paul gives us an alternative – GLORY IN THE MARKS OF THE CROSS. (vs. 14) 

  Paul recognized the shallowness of trophy hunting. 

   To glory in the flesh is a superficial way to live. 

    And it is a pursuit that never satisfies. 

  That is not where life is full and abundant. 

   Paul found new life in the most unlikely place. 

    He found true life in the cross of Jesus. 
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Paul’s trophies are no longer the marks of the law and the flesh. 

 Paul’s trophy is the marks of Jesus on him. 

  He gladly bore the marks of the cross. 

   Marks that indicated he had laid down his life before God. 

 What are these marks?  Are they holes in our hands and feet? 

  Are the marks scars from beatings and chains? 

   No the marks are imprinted not on our bodies of flesh. 

    If that were the case it would be just a perverted glory in the flesh. 

  The marks of the cross in which Paul gloried were imprinted on his heart. 

   Marks like Paul described in 1 Cor. 13. 

    The mark of love. 

“If I give away all I have, and if I deliver my body to be burned, but have not 

love, I gain nothing.” (1 Cor. 13:3) 

     The mark of humility. 

“being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even 

death on a cross.” (Phil. 2:8) 

     Marks of grace, compassion, tenderness, patience. 

“but He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect 

in weakness.’  I will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of 

Christ may rest upon me.”  (2 Corinthians 12:9) 

   This is what the Power of the Cross does. 

    The cross proclaims a new, glorious life. 

How is it possible for an instrument of death like the cross to PROCLAIM LIFE? 

 God got personal with us to bring us life. 

“In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in 

various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. The Son is the 

radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all 

things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat 

down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.” (Hebrews 1:1-3) 

  God used to speak from afar through prophets and other ways. 

   But Jesus changed all that. 

 Now God speaks to us through the cross. 

  Through the cross God entered our lives fully. 

Next Sunday is one of the most important days on the calendar. 

 Next Sunday is Pentecost Sunday. 

  Pentecost is our celebration of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

   Jesus is God in flesh. 

 The Holy Spirit is God in life, your life and my life (Gal. 4:6-7). 

  God poured His Spirit out upon all flesh. 

   The Holy Spirit is the gift Jesus promised to His disciples (Gal. 3:14). 

    He told His disciples He must go away. 

  He must return to the Father. 

   But He would send to His disciples the gift – the gift of His Spirit 

    Through His Spirit God has come to us fully. 

     By His Spirit God has wrapped us in Himself. 

   We no longer need to be trophy hunters because the search is over. 

    Glorious life is not found in the things of this world. 

     Not a single mark of the flesh counts for anything. 

      Glorious life is found by being a new creation in Jesus. 

“He who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption; but he who sows 

to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.”  (Galatians 6:8) 

 

Song  Breathe 


