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Acts 13:26-39 

THE POWER OF THE CROSSTHE POWER OF THE CROSSTHE POWER OF THE CROSSTHE POWER OF THE CROSS    
God’s Proclamation of Forgiveness 

 

He was a young man when he met Jesus. 

 But he had lived long enough to establish quite a reputation in the community. 

  Before he surrendered his life to Jesus some people loved him. 

   Others feared him intensely. 

 But Jesus changed all that. 

  It is not that he was now loved by everyone. 

   It was a reversal of fellowship. 

    Those who had loved him, now hated and rejected him. 

  Those who had feared him now embraced him. 

   Jesus has that affect on people. 

    It is not that we walk away from the world. 

     The world we knew before Jesus walks away from us. 

   So what do we do about it? 

    Do we let them go? 

     Do we ignore them like they are ignoring us? 

      No, we do what is totally illogical. 

    We go after them. 

     In Jesus pursue the very people who try to reject us. 

      We go to the world that would rather have nothing to do with us. 

Is that not what Jesus did? 

 The world has always rejected God – Yahweh – Jehovah – Almighty – Great I AM. 

  And He has always sought out those who are turning away. 

   Isaiah described it this way. 

 We are all like a bunch of sheep, us people in the world. 

  We have all gone our own way. 

   Yet the Father has laid on Jesus, His Son, His only son, our sin. 

    How did He do that? 

  How did He seek us out when we were going away from Him? 

   He sought after us on the cross of Calvary. 

    Isaiah saw it all. 

     He described Jesus’ coming crucifixion in detail. 

   The Cross is the pivotal moment of history. 

    Everything changed in history. 

     Nothing has been the same since. 

      Including the hearts of all who believe and trust in Jesus. 

    The cross changes the way we relate to our world. 

     That is the POWER OF THE CROSS. 

That is what happened to the person I was talking about earlier. 

 Everything changed for him. 

  The Bible tells us that Christians are accused of turning the world upside down. 

   Have you ever been accused of that activity? 

 Have you ever turned anyone’s world upside down? 

  This person did. 

   The Holy Spirit had taken up residence in his life. 

    The Holy Spirit called him into full time ministry. 

  The Church recognized that call and sent him to the world. 

   He went with a friend. 

    It wasn’t long before he began turning people’s lives upside down. 
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     In his travels he ran across a particularly antagonistic individual. 

   His name was Elymas. 

    Elymas opposed the message of the cross. 

     He tried everything he could to interfere with the power of the cross. 

      He even resorted to performing magic tricks to show his own power. 

    He was not prepared for what happened next. 

     This minister of the gospel looked Elymas right in the eye. 

      Without even blinking this is what he said: 

“‘You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and 

villainy, will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord?  And 

now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you shall be blind and unable to 

see the sun for a time.’  Immediately mist and darkness fell upon him and he went 

about seeking people to lead him by the hand.” (Acts 13:10,11) 

       During his ministerial training he obviously had not read the 

       best seller, How to Make Friends and Influence People. 

     Elymas’s life was turned upside down that day. 

      He encountered the power of the Cross. 

       So did a lot of other people, including community leaders. 

        They encountered the power of the cross. 

      Their lives were transformed. 

       They believed the message of Jesus. 

        They were astonished by what Jesus had done. 

Well our friend left that community and went to another city. 

 He visited the place of worship and was invited to preach. 

  I have a copy of his sermon here with me this morning. 

   It’s in your Bible in Acts 13. 

 Part of this sermon is in Vs 26-39. 

  Paul is preaching in Antioch. 

   He wants to be accused again of turning the world upside down. 

    Paul knew it was the Power of the Cross that turns the world upside down. 

  He knows only the POWER OF THE CROSS brings this response. (read) 

   What is the power of the Cross that Paul mentions? 

    How does the cross turn the world upside down? 

     How does it make a difference in your life and my life? 

 

I Normally the cross spells CONCLUSION. 

  The cross marked the end of life. 

   No one ever survived the cross. 

    The Cross was an irreversible process. 

  Once a person was crucified there was only one outcome. 

   Death was the only conclusion to crucifixion. 

    But when Jesus was on the cross it spelled life. 

“But God raised Him from the dead; and for many days He appeared …” (vs. 30) 

     The Cross of Jesus can turn your life upside down. 

   Death, both physical and spiritual, is the normal end that awaits us. 

    The grave, and hell to follow, is the normal outcome of life. 

     That is the normal CONCLUSION of the cross. 

      But in Jesus that is changed. 

    For Jesus, the cross led to the resurrection. 

     The Cross is transformed by Jesus to mean a new beginning. 

      Jesus died, but He rose again. 

       The power of the cross is the assurance of eternal life. 

     To believe in Jesus is to find new life, eternal life. 

 

II Normally the cross also spells CONDEMNATION. 

  Jesus was condemned to die and we all deserve the same condemnation. 

   Paul makes it clear that Jesus did nothing to deserve that death. 
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“Though they could charge Him with nothing deserving death, yet they asked Pilate 

to have him killed.” (v. 28) 

    Jesus was a condemned Man on the cross. 

  But Jesus replaces condemnation with forgiveness by His death. 

   He offers you forgiveness of your sins. 

    The power of the Cross is its proclamation of forgiveness. 

“Let it be known to you therefore, brethren, that through this man forgiveness of 

sins is proclaimed to you.” 

Every sin that I have ever committed, right up to this moment, can be forgiven 

because Jesus was condemned. 

I can’t blame my sin on an upbringing, or environment, or peer pressure, or work 

conditions, or anything else. 

 Have you ever tried to do that though? 

  I have. 

   I can blame someone else, and have blamed them. 

 If they had treated me better I wouldn’t have responded as I did. 

  I can’t do that. 

   I’m the one that chose to respond. 

    I am personally responsible for my sin. 

  No one forced me to be a sinner. 

   I am responsible and therefore should be condemned. 

    The Cross of Jesus can turn your life upside down. 

     Those things that scream condemnation are forgiven at the cross. 

 

III Normally the cross spells CAPTIVITY. 

  Earlier in his sermon Paul talked about Israel in Egypt. 

   They had been in bondage, in captivity, in slavery for 400 years. 

    Moses was called by God to set the people free. 

  Moses led Israel out of their captivity. 

   He did not do this by his own power. 

    It was the power of God that set them free. 

Paul said in v. 39, “and by him (Jesus) every one that believes is freed from 

everything from which he could not be freed by the law of Moses.” 

     As Israel was in captivity in Egypt, we also are in captivity. 

   What has captured your life right now? 

    Is there something you seem powerless to break free of? 

     Is something holding you in bondage? 

      Perhaps an attitude toward someone else. 

    Perhaps a habit that has sunk its talons deep. 

     Perhaps a grief or sorrow weighing heavily upon you. 

      Perhaps a life style that is stifling you. 

But we do not need to live in captivity. 

 The Law of Moses can never set us free from the things that bind us. 

  But Jesus can. 

   That is the power of the Cross. 

 The Cross can turn your Captivity into freedom today. 

  The power of the Cross can set you free. 

   Your life can be turned upside down. 

Is your life still heading toward a natural CONCLUSION? 

 Are you experiencing CONDEMNATION because of sin? 

  Are you being held CAPTIVE today by some power that maybe only you know about? 

   The power of the cross can turn your life upside down through the resurrection, 

   through forgiveness, and through freedom. 

 Will you believe that Jesus’ death on the cross has that power today? 

 

Chorus  In Christ Alone 


