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This week I was vacuuming the house and washing the floors. 

 I do some of my best thinking while I vacuum. 

  I know what you’re probably thinking. 

   If I do my best thinking while I vacuum I must not vacuum very often. 

 While I vacuumed I was thinking about our text this morning. 

“The prayer of a righteous man has great power in its effects.”  (vs. 16b) 

  I can think while I vacuum because it is somewhat of a menial task. 

   I also feel pretty righteous when I vacuum. 

    So I must be able to pray really well while I vacuum. 

  It is a cleansing activity. 

   I am sucking and purging the house of dirt and filth. 

    It is a very purifying activity. 

     You can’t do a whole lot of sinning while you vacuum. 

   Unless, of course, the vacuum isn’t working properly. 

    Like the previous time I vacuumed. 

     It felt like I was just moving the dirt around. 

      The dirt on the floor wasn’t disappearing which was frustrating me. 

     I was getting less righteous by the minute. 

      I finally turned the wand over and found it was plugged. 

       It was so full of dirt there was no room for more. 

     Getting rid of that clump made me feel righteous again. 

      Until I started cleaning again with the same result. 

       This time I took the stem apart and found more dirt lodged. 

        I checked the hose too just to be smart. 

      Everything was clear. 

       The dirt was no match for my righteous brain. 

        But for the third time I was stymied by the dirt. 

         It was still not disappearing. 

       I finally checked the canister. 

        That’s not something you want to do every day. 

         I discovered it was full to the top. 

Well there’s a lesson in there somewhere that fits what James writes to us. 

 In our Scripture James describes two things. 

  He describes prayer and he describes the pray-er. 

 

I What does James tell us about the pray-er? 

  There is only one description he gives. 

   James uses the adjective “righteous.” 

    James writes about the prayer of a righteous pray-er. 

  If I am bogged down with sin how can I be righteous? 

   My attempts at becoming righteous only reveal more and more sin. 

Sin always manifests itself in our life. 

 Sin creates a blockage between us and God and so we try to deal with it. 

  We know something is wrong so we try and eliminate that particular sin. 

   We try to master that part of life only to discover something else surfaces. 

 And when that is dealt with something else appears. 

  We soon discover we are full of sin. 

   Sin has been jamming into our lives. 
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    And when sin is present, nothing works well. 

  Life gets frustrating. 

   If I try to deal with sin one at a time, I’ll never be finished. 

    My life will be one long tedious battle of trying to defeat defeat. 

     I will never experience righteousness by trying to suck out sin. 

   No matter how long I vacuum my life, I can’t eliminate sin. 

    John tells us a far better way to experience victory over sin. 

“… if any one does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous;” (1 John 2:1b) 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  (1 John 1:9) 

“… the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.”  (1 John 1:7b) 

     Jesus the righteous is the only One who can make us righteous. 

      We need to be clear on that. 

It is in fellowship with Jesus that I am righteous. 

 It is Jesus’ cleansing presence that makes me righteous. 

  Righteousness is not feeling good about ourselves. 

   Righteousness is not about having a good day. 

 Righteousness is not about doing everything right. 

  Righteousness is not waging a personal battle against sin. 

   To be righteous is to live in Christ and He in us. 

    As we are in fellowship with our Creator He makes us righteous. 

  It has nothing to do with my ability. 

   Vacuuming the house doesn’t make me righteous. 

    But it can certainly reveal if I am righteous or not. 

     The Message puts James 5:18 like this. 

“The prayer of a person living right with God is something powerful to be reckoned 

with.” 

   The Impact of One Pray-er! 

    When it is a righteous pray-er it has great effect. 

You might be thinking about your prayer life right about now. 

 Is there something wrong with me? 

  I can pray for years and nothing changes. 

   Maybe you are praying for your spouse or your kids, or the church, or finances. 

 And nothing seems to change. 

  There doesn’t seem to be an impact as a result of your prayers. 

   And you may become discouraged and weary in prayer. 

    James is trying to share good news with you. 

  The impact of prayer isn’t up to you. 

   You are not missing some magic formula. 

    James describes the impact of prayer. 

     It isn’t the fervor or the pray-er James describes. 

   It isn’t the power of the pray-er James is exalting. 

    James calls the pray-er to simply be righteous. 

 

II Then James goes on to describe prayer 

“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” 

  When we are content to be righteous, prayer is amazing. 

   We aren’t amazing, but the God who receives prayer amazes. 

    That is why James uses Elijah to illustrate our prayer life. 

  He was as human as we are. 

   He had the same flesh and blood. 

    He had the same need for food and water. 

     He experienced volatile emotions and mood swings. 

   He sometimes ran from problems. 

    He dragged himself into towns hungry and penniless. 

     He had to depend on the generosity of others. 
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      At times he was so overwhelmed with life that he just wanted to die. 

    In fact he even prayed that he might die. 

     He had all that he could take from God’s people. 

      He was disgusted with unchecked injustice and ungodliness. 

Does any of that sound familiar? 

 Elijah had the same struggles that you and I have. 

  But what about his prayer that brought fire from heaven? 

   What about his prayer that brought a dead child back to life? 

 What about his prayer that shut up the rain for three and one half years? 

  Elijah was a powerful prophet wasn’t he? 

   He was right up there with Moses and Abraham wasn’t he? 

    Sure he was but it wasn’t Elijah’s power that accomplished these things. 

  Elijah was a righteous man. 

   Righteousness does not make a person’s prayers powerful. 

    We are righteous because we have an Advocate. 

     It is Jesus, our Advocate who brings power to prayer. 

   It is Jesus who transforms the words we lift in prayer. 

    That is what makes prayer fervent. 

“During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, He offered up prayers and petitions with 

fervent cries and tears to the one who could save Him from death, and He was heard 

because of His reverent submission.  Son though He was, He learned obedience from 

what He suffered and, once made perfect, He became the source of eternal salvation 

for all who obey Him”  (Hebrews 5:7-9 NIV) 

     Fervent comes from the Greek word zelos. 

      Zelos, which means to heat, gives us the English word zealous. 

    Zelos means to bring to the boiling point. 

     It is Jesus who brings fervency or boiling activity to prayer. 

And it is Jesus who brings power to prayer. 

 Power comes from the Greek word energeo. 

  From energeo we have the English word energy. 

   Prayer that is energeo is active, efficient, fervent and powerful. 

 We aren’t heard for our many words or our right words. 

  Prayer is fervent and powerful when there is an Advocate. 

   We are just called to be righteous in Jesus. 

    When we trust in Jesus we will talk to the Father. 

  We will explain life as we see it. 

   Jesus makes prayer zelos and energeo. 

    That is the impact of one prayer. 

     Even when we feel all alone as Elijah did at times, we pray. 

   And that prayer will impact nations and people. 

What mountains are you facing in your life right now? 

 What impossible situation is confronting you? 

  If it is sin just pray. 

   You have an Advocate – Jesus – who makes the prayer righteous. 

 Let His righteousness become your righteousness. 

  If your mountain is a challenge from this world, just pray. 

   You have an Advocate – Jesus – who makes prayer fervent and effective. 

    That is the message Paul makes in Romans 8:26-28, 31-32. 


