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Mission Statement 

FORGIVENESS 
 

OUR MISSION 

“Because God has shown us Love and FORGIVENESS in Christ, we Welcome everyone to 

experience His Compassion.” 

 

Have you ever bitten off more than you can chew? 

 I have watched our grandson Preston, eat. 

  And I watch in utter amazement. 

   It is astonishing the amount of food that he can jam into his mouth. 

 I wonder how he can breathe and bring his jaws together. 

  I find myself gasping for air. 

   Sometimes I see tears start to well up in his eyes. 

    It’s like his whole face is saying, “I think I made a mistake. 

  “I’m not going to make it through this mouthful of food.” 

   And yet, somehow, his mouth empties so he starts packing the next load. 

Well that is how I am starting to feel about our Mission Statement. 

 The more I study and pray through it the more amazing it becomes. 

  It is so rich with the nutrients we need for a healthy spiritual diet. 

   The word “Because” swings the door open to huge possibilities. 

 Our Mission Statement packs our lives full of God’s presence. 

  And I find that almost overwhelming. 

   How can we possibly comprehend all that our statement implies? 

    How can we wrap our minds around this mission? 

  How can we wrap our lives around it so we live it out in daily experience? 

   I wonder, have we bitten off more than we can chew and swallow? 

 

I God has shown us LOVE. 

 God begins a chain reaction through His LOVE. 

  Having seen and experienced God’s love for us is a huge thing. 

   How great is His love! 

“and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and 

grounded in love, may have power to comprehend with all the saints what is the 

breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which 

surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fulness of God.”  

(Ephesians 3:17-19) 

    Can you comprehend the love God has shown you? 

  Can you express, share, demonstrate God’s love to others? 

   Once we have tasted God’s love we are to love others. 

“Don’t run up debts, except for the huge debt of love you owe each other. When you 

love others, you complete what the law has been after all along. The law code—don’t 

sleep with another person’s spouse, don’t take someone’s life, don’t take what 

isn’t yours, don’t always be wanting what you don’t have, and any other “don’t” you 

can think of—finally adds up to this: Love other people as well as you do yourself. 

You can’t go wrong when you love others. When you add up everything in the law 

code, the sum total is love.”  (Romans 13:8-10) 

    Are you prepared to love like that? 

     Are you prepared to love others in the way God has loved you? 

Greater love has no one than this than to lay down their life for a friend. 

 Because God has shown us love, God has expectations. 
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  He expects something from His disciples. 

   Love has a domino effect. 

 We are called to love others when we have been loved. 

 

II God’s love leads to our forgiveness. (READ MATTHEW 18:21-35) 

  Jesus told us this parable so we would know how love leads to forgiveness. 

   There is only one way love leads to forgiveness. 

    Love leads to forgiveness only through sacrifice. 

  God’s love for you resulted in Jesus’ death on the cross. 

   Jesus’ death on the cross resulted in the offer of forgiveness. 

    Jesus’ sacrifice resulted in God’s amazing offer of forgiveness. 

     This is how deep the Father’s love goes for us. 

   God’s love goes to the cross to demonstrate His forgiveness. 

    Without the shedding of blood there can be no forgiveness of sin. 

     Read Hebrews 9 and you see the connection between blood and covenant. 

      Moses understood the connection. 

“he took the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and 

sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, saying, ‘This is the blood of 

the covenant which God commanded you.’  And in the same way he sprinkled with the 

blood both the tent and all the vessels used in worship.  Indeed, under the law 

almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding blood there is 

no forgiveness of sins.”  (Hebrews 9:19b-22) 

    God’s love results in the offer of forgiveness. 

     It is then our choice. 

      Do we choose to receive forgiveness? 

       Or do we say, “I’ll take my chances with eternity without it”? 

The gift of forgiveness is the first outcome of the love shown. 

 God came and dwelt among us to offer us forgiveness. 

  He loved this world so much He gave His one and only Son. 

   Forgiveness is our only hope of receiving eternal life. 

 God’s love does not directly assure us of eternal life. 

  The fact that God loves you supremely does not guarantee heaven. 

   If God could love you into heaven then everyone would be in heaven. 

    There is not a single person who has ever lived that God has not loved. 

  God’s love alone does not equip anyone for heaven. 

   That is why His love required sacrifice that makes forgiveness possible. 

    Forgiveness is made possible because of Jesus’ shed blood. 

     Receiving God’s forgiveness by faith qualifies us for heaven. 

But this is where the really big bite comes. 

 What does the forgiveness we receive result in? 

  Listen to Hebrews 9:13-14. 

“For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and 

with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, how much 

more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 

without blemish to God, purify your conscience from dead works to serve the living 

God.”  (Hebrews 9:13-14) 

   Forgiveness saves us from dead works to serve the living God. 

 Dead gods can be served with dead works, works focused on ourselves. 

  But the living God cannot be served with dead works. 

   That was the downfall of the servant. 

    He continued in his dead works, self-serving works. 

  Living works is what God’s forgiveness results in. 

   Forgiveness is one of the dominos of God’s love chain. 

    Forgiveness results in a whole new outlook on life. 

     We see our world from a totally different perspective. 

   Forgiveness means we see others differently. 

    We no longer see them with the eyes of the flesh. 
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    Seeing people with eyes of flesh looks for what we can get from them. 

     Fleshly sight sees people as nothing more than a resource or debt. 

      The servant didn’t allow forgiveness to change his outlook. 

    He still looked at others through the flesh. 

     He had been offered great forgiveness. 

      But he never embraced forgiveness by faith. 

       He grabs a fellow servant by the throat. 

     And he begins to squeeze. 

      I’ll kill you if you don’t give me what I want. 

       Talk about dead works. 

        He wasn’t serving the living God, he was serving himself. 

      He took forgiveness and ran. 

       He looked for others who owed him. 

The offer of God’s forgiveness must be received by faith. 

 Extending forgiveness to others is part of the result of God’s love. 

  When we see how much we have been forgiven we see others differently. 

   God’s forgiveness leads to the living work of forgiving others. 

 Being forgiven makes it mandatory to see others with eyes of faith. 

  And that is the big bite. 

   We will meet people and wonder how can I love them? 

    We will meet people and wonder how can I forgive them? 

  God asks us to do the impossible. 

Fourteen years ago next Sunday Taber, Alberta came face to face with forgiveness. 

 Jason Lang was shot to death in his school. 

  The Lang family is not the only family that has been through such a tragedy. 

   I listened to an interview with Jason’s father this week. 

 Two others were interviewed who were affected by the 1999 Columbine shootings. 

  These interviews were in the wake of the Dec. school shootings in Newtown, CT 

   There was a comment that jumped out at me during the interviews. 

    “After tragedy we need to start chain reactions of love and compassion.” 

  Part of that positive response is forgiveness. 

   Rev. Lang said, “Forgiveness is a place of healing and frees us from being 

trapped in anger and bitterness.  It seems like we should be angry and bitter, but 

that only adds to the hurt.  It damages us even more.  Forgiveness gives freedom.” 

We have instinctive reactions that resist forgiveness when we have been hurt. 

 One instinct is to be angry and bitter. 

  Being able to forgive because we have been forgiven frees us from that bondage. 

   Another instinct is the desire to understand why wrongs are done. 

 But the search for understanding only delays the process of forgiveness. 

  If we wait until we understand we will probably never forgive. 

    We will never have a full understanding of why we have been hurt. 

  A third instinct is to hold power over those who hurt us. 

   We think forgiveness will make us look weak. 

    Many refuse to forgive thinking it gives them power and control. 

     Genuine power is the recognition of the value of another person. 

   The person who hurts others is in a helpless place. 

    Their greatest need is forgiveness. 

     When I need forgiveness I am in a helpless place and position. 

      The first servant was in a hopeless less. 

    He owed a debt he could had no hope of repaying. 

     What was his greatest need? 

      His greatest need wasn’t love or pity, it was forgiveness. 

“And out of pity for him the lord of that servant released him and forgave him the 

debt.”  (Vs. 27) 

 Just like the servant, I can’t change myself without forgiveness. 

  That is the message of Jesus’ parable. 

   Jesus says we are all in a position where we cannot save ourselves. 
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 We all have built up debts in our lives. 

  Sometimes those debts are to others, like when we wrong someone. 

   Always the debt is toward God. 

    And we are powerless to free ourselves from our debt of sin against God. 

I looked at our last MasterCard statement this past week. 

 It gave the minimum amount we needed to pay on the balance this month. 

  It told me what will happen if I pay only the minimum every month. 

   It will take me 66 and one half years to earn the forgiveness of that debt. 

 I would never be free of that debt at that rate of payback. 

  The servant was powerless to pay back his debt to the lord. 

   It was an astronomical debt. 

    He was in a helpless place and position and only one thing set him free. 

  Only forgiveness set him free. 

Let me share the truths of forgiveness Jesus is driving home. 

1. Jesus wants us to see that forgiveness moves us beyond calculation. 

  Jesus has forgiven us and set us free from an impossible debt. 

   When we embrace His forgiveness we offer unconditional forgiveness to others. 

2. Jesus wants to show us that forgiveness sets us free. 

  The servant forfeited his freedom when he withheld forgiveness. 

“In anger his lord delivered him to the jailers, till he should pay all his debt.  

So also My heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother from your heart.”  (Vs. 34-35) 

   There are many who say it is impossible to lose their salvation. 

    That theory crumbles in this parable. 

  The first servant’s forgiveness was real and genuine. 

   He was set free. 

    The servant forfeited freedom and salvation by refusing to forgive. 

“You wicked servant!  I forgave you all that debt because you besought me; and 

should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?” (Vs. 

32-33) 

     Holding grudges and withholding forgiveness is intolerable to God. 

   It is wickedness. 

    “How dare you?” refuse others what I have given to you. 

     And this is exactly where the world is watching God’s people. 

      They are watching how we love. 

    And they are watching how we forgive. 

     When they see us biting and devouring they know it is wrong. 

“When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, 

and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.” (Vs. 31) 

3. Jesus wants to show us that forgiveness is a call to sacrifice. 

 We sacrifice our rites so others can be forgiven. 

  We set them free from the debt to us. 

   We sacrifice what is rightfully ours for the good of others. 

The servant didn’t learn that freedom was found in forgiveness – have you? 

 The servant didn’t learn that forgiveness can’t calculate debt – have you? 

  The servant didn’t learn the lesson of sacrifice – have you? 

   Now you see why I wonder if we have bitten off more than we can chew? 

 But don’t choke or check out just yet. 

  There is still more – “in Christ” – next week. 

 

Closing Song You Are My King 


