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Mission Statement 

LOVE 
 

“Because God has shown us LOVE and Forgiveness in Christ, we Welcome everyone to 

experience His Compassion.” 

Love – what a misunderstood and misused word in the English language. 

 People love their cars and their cats. 

  People love their cell phones and I-pads 

   People love their shoes and their stereos. 

 People love chocolate, can’t say that I blame them for that. 

  But is that really love? 

   What does a pet have to do with love? 

    What does an electronic gadget have to do with love, or even chocolate? 

  People tend to love the things that give them pleasure. 

   But that isn’t love. 

    That is a perversion of love. 

     We may still use the love word, but that doesn’t mean it is truly love. 

   True love always results in a chain reaction. 

    Loving chocolate is a dead end. 

     Chocolate doesn’t love you back or someone else back. 

Love does begin a chain reaction. 

“See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children, and that is 

what we are! But the people who belong to this world don’t recognize that we are 

God’s children because they don’t know him.”  (1 John 3:1) 

 God’s love for us results in our adoption. 

  Because of God’s love for us we become His children. 

   Our Scripture paints another picture of a chain reaction. 

 It is the picture of a loving Vinedresser. 

  The Vinedresser loves the Vine. 

   And the Vine produces branches which it loves. 

    And the branches produce fruit which they love. 

  God is the Vinedresser. 

   Jesus is the Vine. 

    We are the branches. 

     The fruit are those who we love into the care of the Vinedresser. 

   Love begins a chain reaction. 

    Love begins a movement that gains momentum and influence. 

     It’s like a domino affect. 

      It’s like the growth of a vine that branches out more and more. 

    And as the vine branches the more fruit is produced. 

     Or it’s like one of those chain letters. 

I remember getting one of those chain letters in the mail from a friend. 

 That’s in the day when mail was real. 

  It was real ink and real paper. 

   It came in a real envelop with a real stamp affixed. 

 It came directly from a real “friend”. 

  And the chain letter made a real promise. 

   Something horrible will happen to you if you break the chain. 

    But if you rewrite the letter and send it on, riches will abound. 

  It sounded painful not to send it on to a few friends. 

   It was worth the nickel to buy a stamp. 
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    And the chain continued unbroken. 

     Pity the person who ever breaks the chain. 

Stuart Mclean tells a story about the day that Dave received a letter. 

 Dave is the owner of a used record store called the Vinyl Café. 

  The address on the envelope of the letter he received was hand written. 

   It was a personal letter, something he didn’t get in the mail very often. 

 He wanted to savour the joy of his letter over lunch. 

  As he read it he soon realized it was a chain letter. 

   Of course Dave didn’t believe all that mumbo-jumbo. 

    Except the part that described horrible afflictions others suffered. 

  If he broke the chain who knows what evils would consume him? 

   That did give him a moment’s pause. 

    Instead of throwing the letter away he put the note in his pocket. 

     The letter stipulated the chain had to be continued within 48 hours. 

   But time got away on Dave. 

    He carried the letter around with him and forgot about it. 

     By the time he noticed the letter the deadly deadline was past. 

      No horrible fate had tracked him down. 

    It was now too late to pass it on, and he had dodged a bullet. 

     So he took the forgotten letter from his pocket. 

      And walking down the sidewalk saw a garbage can. 

       It was with some anxiety he tossed the letter into the can. 

Stuart McLean describes what happened next to Dave. 

 As he threw the letter away Dave sighed. 

  It was a deep sigh of resignation, followed by a long breath. 

   That was, as far as he can remember, the moment he inhaled something. 

 He inhaled something that wasn’t air. 

  Something bigger than air. 

   Something big enough to drive every thought out of his mind. 

    And send him reeling across the sidewalk, coughing, tearing, sputtering. 

  Dave thought he was about to die. 

   Something had gone down his throat. 

    Something big.  Something like a watermelon. 

     Except watermelons are smooth. 

   This was rougher, more like a coconut. 

    Except bigger than a coconut – this thing that nearly killed him. 

     Dave tried to work out what had happened. 

That last thing he remembered was dropping the letter into the garbage can. 

 He looked over at the metal container. 

  He looked at the garbage spilling over the top. 

   He looked at the flies buzzing around. 

 I just swallowed a fly, he thought. 

  Then the awful possibility hit him like a sledgehammer in the stomach. 

   Maybe he didn’t swallow the fly. 

    Maybe he had inhaled it. 

  Maybe the fly was in his lungs – where there was oxygen. 

   Where it could presumably live, and lay eggs. 

From that moment he began to imagine all kinds of exotic deaths he might face. 

 Today we get all manner of chain messages through email. 

  It’s just not the same. 

   The whole impact of the moment has fizzled. 

 You can’t make threats of pain in an email. 

  You can’t threaten the recipient with some form of deadly virus. 

   Worst that can be said is you don’t really love Jesus if you don’t pass it on. 

    I don’t get drawn into that false guilt pressure. 

  That’s nothing more than a superstitious or lucky charm love. 

   I love Jesus regardless whether I click forward or not. 
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    But the love that God has shown us is a different matter. 

     God’s love is unique in a world of loves. 

   We can’t treat God’s love like the “Love It Or List It” TV show. 

    We can’t say I’ll enjoy God’s love until something better comes along. 

    There are no other options available to this world. 

     It is either God’s love or nothing. 

      Nothing else can transform a life. 

    Only God’s love can transform your life. 

     If we reject God’s love we reject hope. 

      If we reject God’s love we reject salvation. 

       If we reject God’s love we impact our world negatively. 

     If we reject God’s love we live for ourselves. 

      If we reject God’s love we squander His gifts and talents. 

       If we reject God’s love we let down our generation. 

        If we reject God’s love we become the domino that didn’t. 

      If we reject God’s love we no longer abide in Him. 

       We block someone else encountering God’s love. 

        We become Ephesians who have lost their first love. 

Jesus warned His disciples this would happen. 

 People’s love would grow cold. 

“And because wickedness is multiplied, most men’s love will grow cold.” (Matthew 

24: 12) 

  People’s hearts would drift far away from Him. 

   We see the fulfillment of that in Revelation 2:4. 

 Jesus addresses the church in Ephesus. 

  They had lost the love they first had which affected how they lived. 

   Their lives were falling as love was abandoned. 

    That can happen to us as well. 

  It is good to be reminded that God first loved us. 

   He showed us the power and impact of His agape love. 

    That is the love of our Mission Statement. 

     God’s love is a call to us to live the life of holiness. 

Aren’t you glad God’s love never grows cold? 

 God’s love for us is unconditional. 

  God’s love for us is steadfast. 

   God’s love for us is holy. 

 God’s love for us is pure. 

  God’s love for us is absolute. 

   God’s love for us is enduring. 

    God’s love is abiding. 

  God’s love for us is limitless. 

   Jesus tells us that He loves us in the same way the Father loves us. 

Our greatest need is to know that we are loved. 

 And Jesus lays that quest to rest. 

  He makes it absolutely certain that we know God loves us. 

   When we know we are loved we live with integrity and grace. 

 When we embrace God’s love expressed through Jesus the domino begins. 

  We minister out of our union with Christ. 

   We minister as naturally as a branch grows out of the vine. 

Paul says, “that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have power to 

comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 

and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled 

with all the fulness of God.”  (Ephesians 3:17b-19) 

    If we don’t know we are loved then we will try to earn love. 

  And God’s love cannot be earned. 

   We can do nothing to deserve God’s love. 

    God loves because He is love not because we are loveable. 
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“Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly 

than all that we ask or think, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to 

all generations, for ever and ever.  Amen.”  (Ephesians 3:20-21) 

     The fullness of God’s love has amazing results. 

   People are impacted in abundant ways. 

    We do not just brush through people’s lives. 

     We make more than casual contact with others. 

      Knowing God’s love enables Him to work abundantly within us. 

    He does more than we can ask or even think. 

     His glory is seen in the work of the Church. 

      And it goes on from generation to generation. 

       For ever and ever. 

     God’s love in your life initiates a chain reaction. 

      And that chain reaction grows in intensity and effectiveness. 

       Much fruit results from the flow of God’s love through you. 

        We love one another as Christ has loved us. 

      His love led to the sacrifice of the cross. 

       His love meant laying down His life for His friends. 

        Jesus said that is the greatest expression of love. 

“Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”  

(John 15:13) 

That is the love God has shown to us. 

 He shows us a love that propels us toward His holiness and purity. 

  He shows us a love that is not of this world. 

   He shows us a love that makes maximum impact on a world in darkness. 

 The love God shows throws us into a life of thanksgiving. 

  We either give thanks or we complain. 

   That is the difference that knowing God’s love makes in us. 

    When we know how vast His love for us what is there left to complain about? 

  Will you allow the Mission Statement to impact you in that transforming way? 

   “Because God has shown us love ….” 

    Our Scripture closes with a powerful image of the chain reaction of love. 

“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and 

bear fruit and that your fruit should abide; so that whatever you ask the Father in 

my name, He may give it to you.  This I command you, to love one another.”  (John 

15:16-17) 

 

Closing Song Because of Your Love 


