
Serad104 

Drumheller 

December 23, 2012 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

You Asked For It! 

Hour Glass Christians 
 

One of the most sought after dates in history is Jesus’ return. 

 People want to know when Jesus will return. 

  Jesus said only the Father knows the day and hour when He will come. 

   But people can’t leave it alone. 

 It is impossible to document every failed prediction. 

  In the 1st 1000 years following Jesus’ ascension at least 6 dates were 

  predicted. 

   All wrong! 

    In the last 1012 years over 37 dates have been predicted. 

  More than 10 of those documented predictions were dated during the 1900’s. 

   All wrong! 

    O. B. Stockford, author of Present Truth Tracts made his prediction. 

     In 1932 he claimed civilization would be demolished in 1937. 

   Wrong again! 

    The number and frequency of predictions is escalating. 

     From once in 160 years to now more than once every 10 years. 

      Jesus must be terribly confused. 

And of course the Mayan Calendar had everyone looking at Friday. 

 Imagine the Mayan Civilization today with no calendar. 

  Can you imagine the chaos that no calendar would bring? 

   Parents have to tell their children, sorry no more birthday parties. 

 We have no calendar so I have no idea when your birthday is. 

  The government says to those about to retire; Sorry no pension cheques. 

   We have no calendar so we have no record of when you retire. 

    Of course the people would have their payback. 

  The filing date for tax returns comes every year. 

   Sorry government we have no calendar. 

    We have no idea what day or month or even year it is. 

     You’ll just have to wait for your taxes. 

The truth is Jesus has little patience for what I call Hour Glass Christians. 

 These are people who can’t wait for the future to come to them. 

  These people need to know in advance exactly what is going to happen. 

   They are consumed with the dripping of the grains of sand. 

 They see fewer and fewer grains left to drop and become paranoid. 

  They grasp for stability and assurance. 

   Jesus says it is an evil and adulterous generation seeking for signs. 

“One day some teachers of religious law and Pharisees came to Jesus and said, 

‘Teacher, we want you to show us a miraculous sign to prove your authority.’ 

  But Jesus replied, ‘Only an evil, adulterous generation would demand a miraculous 

sign; but the only sign I will give them is the sign of the prophet Jonah.  For as 

Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for three days and three nights, so will 

the Son of Man be in the heart of the earth for three days and three nights.  The 

people of Nineveh will stand up against this generation on judgment day and condemn 

it, for they repented of their sins at the preaching of Jonah.  Now someone greater 

than Jonah is here—but you refuse to repent.  The queen of Sheba will also stand up 

against this generation on judgment day and condemn it, for she came from a distant 

land to hear the wisdom of Solomon.  Now someone greater than Solomon is here—but 

you refuse to listen.’”  (Matthew 12:38-42) 
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Forget about sign-seeking and concocting calendars. 

 What is important is where Jesus is right now. 

  If He is not dwelling in your heart you should be worried about the end. 

   Without Jesus in your heart you have much to fear. 

 The Day of Judgment is a fearful prospect. 

  But perfect love, the love of Jesus, casts out that fear. 

“And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son as the Savior of the 

world.  Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he 

in God.  So we know and believe the love God has for us.  God is love, and he who 

abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.  In this is love perfected 

with us, that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as He is so 

are we in this world.  There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.  

For fear has to do with punishment, and he who fears is not perfected in love.  We 

love, because He first loved us.”  (1 John 4:14-19) 

   Paul describes Jesus’ coming. 

“For you know quite well that the day of the Lord’s return will come unexpectedly, 

like a thief in the night.  When people are saying, ‘Everything is peaceful and 

secure,’ then disaster will fall on them as suddenly as a pregnant woman’s labor 

pains begin.  And there will be no escape.  But you aren’t in the dark about these 

things, dear brothers and sisters, and you won’t be surprised when the day of the 

Lord comes like a thief.  For you are all children of the light and of the day; we 

don’t belong to darkness and night.  (1 Thessalonians 5:2-5) 

    Jesus will return like a thief in the night. 

  The only way to be prepared is by being a child of His light. 

   Jesus is the Light of the World. 

    He wants us to experience that light the reveals His Holiness. 

     We must recognize how utterly lost we are apart from Jesus. 

   We must acknowledge our sin and the grip that it has on us. 

    We must confess that only Jesus’ blood can cleanse our sin. 

     Jesus is our only source of hope, peace, love and joy. 

      These are the qualities of life represented by our Advent candles. 

    Advent is the arrival of something important. 

     Advent Candles fill us with anticipation. 

      They mark the dawn of something new. 

       They remind us that Christmas is always about Jesus’ return. 

     It is always celebration of Jesus’ work in our midst. 

In our text today Paul writes with the intention of giving hope. 

 If anyone should live with hope in this world it is the Christian. 

  Since we believe that Jesus died and rose again there need not be despair. 

   For Christians death is not an adversary or tyrant. 

 Death does not rob the Christian of worthwhile existence. 

  Death has been overcome by the risen Lord. 

   There is complete victory in Jesus through His Cross and empty tomb. 

    That is what gave Paul the ability to rejoice always. 

  The historical fact of the resurrection is the foundation of hope. 

The return of Jesus is nothing without Christmas and Easter. 

 Pure logic would dictate that to be true. 

  The return of Jesus is certain only because of Christmas and Easter. 

   So let us not be so fixated on the future that we miss the beauty of today. 

 Jesus is here in our midst, with all the chaos, the evidence of evil. 

  He is here with us in the midst of loss and catastrophe. 

   In a world riddled with disaster and riveted on violence Jesus is here. 

    Because of the resurrection there can be no doubt that God was in Christ. 

  As He raised His Son so He will raise those who are in Christ. 

   The resurrection is the guarantee of the Christian hope. 

And so Paul addresses a concern that the early Christians had. 

 They thought Jesus would return before they died. 
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  Now some of the believers had died. 

   What did this mean? 

 It simply meant they too were experiencing the resurrection. 

  They were now with Jesus. 

   When Jesus returns, since they are in Christ, they will return with Christ. 

    They will not miss His return, they will be part of His return. 

  Jesus will bring the faithful departed with Him when He comes back. 

   When they are in Christ they could be no where else. 

    Their death does not negate them from the joy of Jesus’ return. 

     Jesus return will be accompanied with a cry of command, with the 

archangel’s call, and with the sound of the trumpet of God and the company of all 

who have died in Christ. 

   This is not some insignificant event. 

    Every eye is going to see this happen. 

     Everyone on earth will know when Jesus returns. 

Franklin Graham said it might be through technology that the world knows Jesus’ 

return. 

 Someone will see Jesus and take His picture and put it on UTUBE and next thing you 

 know the whole world is seeing Jesus. 

  I don’t mean to make light of Franklin Graham. 

   He is a great man of God and reaching thousands with the gospel. 

 And he depends on this technology to accomplish much of his evangelism. 

  But Jesus is not Franklin Graham, or Billy Graham, or John Wesley. 

   Jesus is God in flesh. 

    Jesus is fully divine. 

  Jesus can reveal Himself to whoever, whenever, wherever. 

   He won’t have to wait for me to twitter my friends. 

    If that is the case there are a lot of people who will never know. 

     You better hope Jesus doesn’t appear to me first. 

   I don’t twitter or facebook or forward mass emails. 

    I don’t post on UTUBE. 

     But that won’t stop Jesus. 

      Jesus will be coming with the myriads of myriads of saints. 

    He will come with a numberless multitude who have lived in faith. 

     Among them are those who waited in faith for Jesus’ first coming. 

      And there are those who lived in faith after his birth. 

       You know who some of those saints are already. 

     And depending on God’s plan, you and I may also be joining them. 

      Everything pivots on what we are celebrating right now. 

       No one will be saved by putting their faith in His return. 

        If someone decides to wait until then it will be too late. 

      Faith rests in what Jesus has already done. 

       That alone will save, only His shed blood. 

        That is what unites us all in Christ. 

So let’s celebrate Jesus’ return by breaking bread and drinking the cup together. 

 This is Jesus’ invitation to us. 

  He wants us to be ready for His return. 

   The only way we can be ready is spiritually. 

 Some are building bunkers and stocking food for the future. 

  They are preparing for the worst. 

   As Christians we prepare for the best. 

    And the preparation is so simple. 

  Surrender your life to Jesus’ love and forgiveness. 

   Share His bread and cup which represent His broken body and shed blood. 

Paul says, “For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 

Lord’s death until He comes.”  (1 Corinthians 11:26) 


