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You Asked For It! 
Honest Relationships 

 

Coming up during Advent and Christmas “You Asked For It” will focus on the super-

natural. 

 You wanted to know about Heaven and Hell and angels and demons and end times. 

  How appropriate for the Christmas season as we celebrate God in flesh. 

During November our “You Asked For It” focus has been on relationships. 

 We saw God’s expectations for proper relationships between the sexes. 

“For this reason a man shall leave his mother and father and be joined to his wife, 

and the two shall become one flesh.”  (Ephesians 5:31) 

  Leaving mother and father is getting harder and harder to do. 

   You can blame it on the cheese or laundry detergent. 

 More adults have not become responsible and are still living at home. 

  I’m surprised sociologists haven’t come up with a new category like childults. 

   But there is a more devastating reason why it’s hard to leave mom and dad. 

    It’s hard to leave something you don’t have. 

  Skyrocketing divorce rates mean many kids live without a mom and dad. 

   Over 50% of children don’t reach adulthood with both a Mom and Dad. 

    When or if they leave home a key component in relationships is missing. 

     It is hard to live a life that you haven’t seen modeled if dad is gone. 

   It is hard to love a wife that you haven’t seen modeled if mom is gone. 

Many couples also choose not to enjoy the sanctity of marriage. 

 They decide to shack up together. 

  And it wasn’t so she could cook and he could take out the garbage. 

   What are children exposed to that relationship not seeing. 

 Those kids have no grasp of the beauty of being one flesh. 

  They miss the beauty that being one flesh creates in a home. 

   How can they grow up, leave home, get married and be one flesh? 

    They are clueless of God’s perfect plan for marriage. 

  God’s blessing to society is a man and woman becoming one flesh in marriage. 

   Their marriage is a life-long covenant to each other. 

    Fewer and fewer children experience that growing up. 

     It is no wonder sexual relationships become distorted. 

   Or maybe it’s just something in the water. 

We have also looked at proper relationships within society. 

 For those relationships to be healthy people must care for their community. 

  We must strive to live harmoniously with the people around us. 

   Jesus said we cannot serve two masters or God and things on earth. 

 If things on earth consume us people will be included in that. 

  If we treat others as a commodity the health of society is compromised. 

   Treating people as a commodity treats them with disdain. 

    It reduces another person to property or possession. 

  People become our currency rather than God’s creations that bear His image. 

   We should spare no expense to build community. 

Last week we looked at proper relationships within the home. 

 Paul says, “Be subject to each other out of reverence for Christ.” (Eph. 5:21) 

  When we subject ourselves to someone, we put their interests ahead of our own. 

   Can you imagine what a home would be like filled with that spirit? 

 Would your home be different if you subjected yourself to others? 

  This must be done in reverence to Christ. 
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   When we give Christ first place it is a joy to subject ourselves. 

    Subjecting ourselves to others without Christ becomes a chore. 

  There is no love motivating that action and no joy experienced. 

   Would your home be different if you reverenced Christ as Lord? 

There is one more area of relationships that was requested. 

 It boils down to my relationship with Jesus and me. 

  The request card said “How can I be a little more Mary and a little less Martha?” 

   What a wonderfully honest question. 

 Our scripture today gives birth to that question (Lk. 10:38-42). 

Here we have two sisters who are obviously different. 

 The Greek wording in our story shows both sisters had noble intentions. 

  Verse 39 has a Greek word that some translations don’t include. 

   The wording should be “Mary, who also sat at the Lord’s feet and listened.” 

 The word “also” implies that Mary did more than one thing. 

  Mary started out helping with the meal but also sat at Jesus’ feet. 

   Mary became distracted by Jesus’ teaching and just had to stop. 

    We are told Martha was also distracted. 

  She started out listening in on Jesus as she worked. 

   But she became distracted by preparations and just had to stop. 

    Martha is inspired by action and Mary is inspired by words. 

Psychologists today might label it as left vs right brain dominance. 

 It is the difference between a creative right brain and an active left brain. 

  The right side of the brain is best at expressive and creative tasks. 

   The left side of the brain excels with tasks involving logic and analysis. 

 And those differences between people are enough to drive us crazy. 

  If you aren’t sure about yourself or your kids go to the website printed on 

your notes. 

http://www.intelliscript.net/test_area/questionnaire/questionnaire.cgi 

   I was finding it hard not to take sides in the story. 

    So I decided I should take the test and get diagnosed. 

  Knowing my tendency might enable me to appreciate both women. 

   You’ll never guess what I found out. 

    I can imagine what you wished I discovered. 

     “Lord why can’t Reeder be more like Billy Graham, or Joel Osteen, or Max 

Lucado, or Charles Stanley, or, or, or. 

That question is what lies at the core of our Scripture. 

 Martha and Mary expressed their relationship with Jesus in different ways. 

  Because of those differences one sister wanted the other to change. 

   Martha was busy “slaving” away in the kitchen. 

 There was food to prepare and present. 

  There were seating arrangements to be organized. 

   There were messes to clean all for the Messiah. 

    Busy, busy, busy with too much to do and too little time to do it. 

  An extra pair of hands would be ideal and she knew where to find them. 

   Mary had that extra pair of hands that Martha could use. 

    So Martha wanted to change Mary. 

     Why can’t she be a little more like me? 

   Mary should have heard the clanging of pots and come running. 

    Martha probably let out a few exaggerated sighs. 

     The signals were coming through loud and clear. 

      For Martha, life wasn’t fair. 

    And it was Mary that was making it unfair. 

     She should change. 

      Martha knows exactly who should change her sister. 

       She explodes into the room where Jesus was sitting. 

     “Lord don’t you care?” 

      “Do something about my sister.” 
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       “Make her more like me.” 

All Jesus had to do was give Mary a kick. 

 Mary was actually somewhere she had no business being. 

  She was sitting in the place of a student at Jesus’ feet. 

   That was no place for a woman. 

 Jesus was a rabbi, and He was teaching. 

  Only men were qualified to be a rabbi. 

   Everyone knew that rabbis had only male students. 

    Martha’s request was logical and appropriate and easily solved. 

  Martha would expect Jesus to honour her request. 

   “Tell Mary to help me” 

    “She has no business sitting at Your feet and learning.” 

     Jesus should have no problem sending Mary to the kitchen. 

   It is the right thing to do. 

I’ve often been troubled by Jesus’ response. 

“one thing is needful.  Mary has chosen the good portion, which shall not be taken 

away from her.”  (vs. 42) 

 Was Mary a better disciple than Martha because she was listening to Jesus? 

  Does Jesus think that doing is less important than listening? 

   Is Jesus saying there is only one way to be close to Him? 

 Is Jesus saying that Martha should be more like Mary? 

  He said only “one thing is needful” and Mary has found it. 

   So what is He saying to all of us people who need to keep busy? 

    What is He saying to those who see what needs to be done and do it? 

  Is Jesus belittling or minimizing practicality? 

   Should we be so involved with Jesus that we don’t care for others? 

    Are those the kinds of things that Jesus is saying? 

     I’ve heard a lot of messages that make that interpretation. 

   The logical outcome is “Martha, you should be a little more like Mary.” 

Let me just come out and say it. 

 Jesus does not want to make you into someone else. 

  Mary didn’t think, “Sitting at Jesus’ feet is no place for a lady.” 

 She was not trying to be someone else. 

  Mary refused to let expectations squeeze her into someone else’s mould. 

   She was not concerned it was improper to sit at a rabbi’s feet. 

    This might have been something she had dreamed of doing. 

  This was her bucket list. 

   Mary needed to learn from Jesus. 

    Martha had her own bucket list. 

     Martha needed to serve Jesus practically. 

   Both worship and service are needed. 

    Service and worship are effective only when we know we are in Christ. 

     Our relationship with Jesus is the only thing that is needful. 

      Mary knew that and she chose what was good for her - listening. 

    Martha did too, and she chose what was good for her - serving. 

     Martha just wasn’t thrilled by Mary’s idea of the good portion. 

      Martha thought that bustling busyness was the good portion. 

       Jesus didn’t say Mary chose the better portion. 

     Mary chose the good portion. 

      Mary was content and true to who she was in Christ. 

       Jesus wanted Martha to be able to do the same. 

The difference between Martha and Mary wasn’t their relationship with Jesus. 

 They both loved Jesus. 

  I’m sure Jesus knew that both Mary and Martha loved Him. 

   There was no question about that. 

 Martha and Mary differed in how they expressed their love for Jesus. 

  Neither expression was wrong. 
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   They simply expressed their love for Jesus in different ways. 

  There is a myriad of ways that love can be expressed 

   We must learn to appreciate them all. 

    If we can’t appreciate differences we will become anxious and troubled. 

     Little things will irritate us. 

   Change will irritate us. 

    Minute differences will irritate us. 

     We will become critical and irritable. 

      We will become a speck checker. 

    And live in the log fog created in our own eye. 

     There are lots of people with this same issue today. 

      Jesus, change that person. 

       I don’t like their attitude or what they do or don’t do. 

     That personality frustrates me so much, so God change them. 

      If everyone could just be like me things would be good. 

Aren’t you glad Jesus doesn’t do what everyone expects Him to do? 

 Jesus is never worried about position. 

  Jesus is never worried about personality. 

   Jesus is never worried about propriety. 

 Jesus didn’t try to make Mary into Martha. 

  And Jesus didn’t try to make Martha into Mary. 

   Jesus says, “The good is My relationship with you. 

    “Just enjoy being with Me whether it be through service or worship. 

  “Allow others the freedom to enjoy Me in ways that are meaningful to them.” 

   “Don’t try to be someone else. 

    “And don’t try to make someone else be you.” 

     “Just keep your eyes of faith on Me. 

   “Be in communion with Me. 

    “I am your Redeemer. 

     “How you worship or how you serve will not save you. 

      “Be right with Me and your life will be balanced. 

Whether you are a Mary or a Martha let Jesus be at the heart of everything you do. 

 Jesus wants you to embrace His love for you and who He created you to be. 

 

Closing Song – The Heart of Worship 


