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You Asked For It! 

Home Sense 
 

I had a heart breaking conversation with my KidsClub class back in September. 

 We were beginning a series of lessons on the Families of the Bible. 

  Keep in mind this is a class of 4 to 7 year olds. 

   We were looking at Adam and Eve – the very first family of the Bible. 

 The kids were talking about their families. 

  One child said I like my new dad a lot better than my old dad. 

   Another said I don’t have a dad any more, I used to but not anymore. 

    Another said I don’t like my dad because he’s never nice to my mom. 

  I thought I was listening to a bunch of little men. 

   Children today talk about their dads like men talk about their trucks. 

    Boy that opened my eyes and ears. 

    I like my new truck a lot better than my old truck. 

     I got rid of my truck, I used to have one but not anymore. 

   I don’t like my truck because it keeps breaking down. 

    What has happened to our families? 

     Are these dads even aware of how they appear in their kids’ eyes? 

      Broken homes result in broken kids. 

    Jesus said it is a spiritual law, you reap what you sow. 

     If you sow brokenness you will reap brokenness. 

      It doesn’t matter how you package it or dress it up. 

       If a home has been broken the kids are broken. 

     Parents need to take responsibility for their inability to create 

     a strong and loving home.. 

      They need to take the blinders off. 

       Throwing cash and trinkets at children will not mend them. 

        Alternating weekends at mom’s and dad’s will not mend them. 

      Choosing one parent over the other will not mend them. 

       Only one thing will mend a child from a broken home. 

        For a child to mend they need to live in a redeemed home. 

In a “You Asked For It” response card I was asked to preach about home life. 

 “I wish you would preach on how men need to be leaders in their home!” 

  The response card included another phrase. 

   “How men are to love their wives.” 

 But that wasn’t all that is said. 

  “How being a real man doesn’t mean you are a chauvinist.” 

   But that wasn’t all that was written. 

    Topic or Scripture – “Husbands love your wives as Christ loved the church.” 

  But that wasn’t all that was written. 

   “So many women are frustrated and lonely because the men do not truly 

   understand their role or even know their role because they didn’t have a 

   godly role model.” 

    But that wasn’t all that was written. 

     “How many children are lost because men don’t know or understand their 

     roles appointed by God for them?” 

   But that wasn’t all that was written. 

    “Have some teeth, stand up and preach the truth – we are losing the 

    next generations.” 

     That’s it! 
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      After sharing all of that, there really isn’t much left to preach. 

    Paul says a lot about what our home life should be like. 

     The last thing I want to do is make home life seem simple. 

      Living harmoniously in a home is a complex process. 

Paul says in verse 32, “This mystery is a profound one, and I am saying that it 

refers to Christ and the church; however, let each one of you love his wife as 

himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.” 

A redeemed home life has a starting point. 

 And it is that starting point that we need to focus on today. 

  The starting point is found in verse 21. 

   Paul says two requirements must be in place for home to make sense. 

 Both must be in tandem together. 

 

I Let’s look at the subject of subjection. 

  One translation says, “subjecting yourselves to one another.” 

   But too often the mantra is “subjecting others to yourself.” 

    The worst thing you can do for your family is twist this verse around. 

  Paul is not telling us to exercise authority over each other. 

   Jesus said the pagans, the godless do that to their demise. 

    He said to His disciples, this is not the way it is to be for you. 

    You don’t bully and dominate others. 

   As families we are called to subject ourselves to each other. 

    F. F. Bruce says, “To treat one’s wife as a slave or a chattel does as 

much damage to a man’s own personality as to hers.” 

     It is the difference between community and commodity. 

We must “be subject to one another”. 

 This applies to everyone who God brings together in your family. 

  This is not just for women and children. 

   This is for men and teenagers. 

 It is not something that we outgrow. 

  It is not something that becomes displaced by perching on a throne. 

   If you think you are in charge, think again! 

    I read this interpretation of scripture this week. 

  “God promised men that good and obedient wives would be found in all corners 

  of the earth.” 

   “Then He made the earth round … And He laughed and laughed and laughed.” 

    Men, if you think the role of a wife is obedience, think again. 

     No matter your role in the home everyone has this common place. 

   Be subject to one another if you want harmony in your home. 

    Paul gives plenty of applications of “subjecting ourselves”. 

     Men are called to love their wives as Christ loved His Church. 

      I know I fail miserably at that. 

    I mess up all the time. 

     I too often do what I want to do. 

      I act like my needs and plans are more important than Dorothy’s. 

And how does Dorothy respond? 

 With grace and patience. 

  She doesn’t go onto Facebook and blast her jerk of a husband to all her friends. 

   She doesn’t broadcast her deadbeat husband all over the internet. 

 Let me just say Facebook has no place in Conversation 101. 

  It is the last place you go to express interpersonal concerns. 

   Never air your dirty laundry on the internet. 

    Instead, I need to come to Dorothy on my knees. 

  I crucify, “I’m entitled”, “It’s my right”, “I’m the man”. 

   Subjecting is the spirit of self-sacrifice. 

    There is no nobler way to express our place at home. 

     But don’t try this at home without the rest of verse 21. 
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   There is only one atmosphere in which subjecting is healthy. 

 

II The other requirement is “Reverence for Christ.” 

  Subjecting is birthed by reverence to Christ. 

   If there is someone in your home who does not reverence Christ brace yourself. 

    The absence of reverence for Christ will make your home chaotic. 

  Your home is going to be dysfunctional. 

   Your home will be rife with tension. 

    And don’t expect there to be healthy subjection. 

     The only subjection will be involuntary. 

   Irreverent subjection will end with rebellion. 

    Eventually someone will declare, “I’ve had it!” and walk away. 

     A child, or a spouse are fully capable of walking out on their family. 

We must put our energies into our relationship with Jesus. 

 To reverence Christ as Lord of life and home is the essence of subjection. 

  Without reverence to Christ our subjection to one another is a smoke screen. 

   Without reverence to Christ others will be suspicious of ulterior motives. 

 Without reverence to Christ our subjection will be self-serving. 

  It will be an attempt to manipulate things our way. 

   Treating Christ irreverently is the cause of decay in homes. 

    Don’t be fooled. 

  Nothing will compensate for being a Christ-less husband and father. 

   We can’t buy our way into people’s hearts. 

    That is just as impossible as buying our way into God’s Kingdom. 

     That has been tried over and over. 

   That is nothing more than an attempt to be a controller. 

    The first step in being a spouse and parent is obedience to God. 

     And it continues in the footsteps of the Master – Jesus. 

      What He says I will say, where He sends I will go. 

This week I had a conversation about Dorothy’s and my recent trip to South Korea. 

 I was asked if we had gone near the border area between North and South Korea. 

  I confessed there was no way I would do something so risky. 

   That led us to discuss the military tension between those neighbours. 

 North Korea is of course a military state. 

  In South Korea a two year term of service in the army is mandatory. 

   If we have a grandson born in South Korea he must serve in the Korean army. 

    The person with whom I was speaking thought that was a great idea. 

  If kids had to serve like that they’d learn respect, discipline, hard work. 

   My naïve response was, “I thought that was the responsibility of parents.” 

    Dads especially need to demonstrate those qualities. 

     Yet it must be in relationships that are bathed in reverence to Christ. 

A redeemed home life has a starting point. 

 Some of you are way beyond the starting point of marriage and parenting. 

  I think of my own parents who are now into their 65th year of marriage. 

   They have parented 229 years of their children’s lives. 

 Many of you have had decades of experiences in your home life. 

  You have made sense of these tender and delicate relationships. 

   Some have come close to the brink of disaster. 

    But have found a way of starting over. 

  Others are just getting their feet wet. 

   Getting your feet wet is a process that can take years. 

    But no matter what your experience. 

     No matter how long it has been since you first said “I do”. 

   No matter how long it has been since your wife’s first labour during 

which time she might have said, “Don’t you ever touch me again!” it is good to 

remember the starting point. 

“Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ.” 
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Our homes should never be a boot camp. 

 Our homes must be communities of nourishing and cherishing. 

  We must treat each other as Christ does the church. 

   We are members of His body. 

 Whose responsibility is this? 

  There is a one word answer – “MINE”. 

   It’s not the responsibility of my children. 

    It’s not the responsibility of my parents. 

  It’s not the responsibility of my spouse. 

   I am the one responsible to “be subject” to one another. 

    It is my responsibility to live “in reverence” to Christ. 

     Without that our home will never make sense. 

“Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for ‘God opposes 

the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’  Humble yourselves therefore under the 

mighty hand of God, that in due time He may exalt you.  Cast all your anxieties on 

Him, for He cares about you.”  (1 Peter 5:5-7) 

   Will you take it as your responsibility? 
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