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You Asked For It! 
Healthy Society 

 

What are some of the marks of an unhealthy society? 

 There are the obvious ones, the dominance of the “haves” over the “have-nots”. 

  The activities of crime and evil. 

   The tyranny of a dictator. 

 Insufficient education for children. 

  Inadequate basic needs like; shelter, water, food, medical care for families. 

   The absence of freedom and rampant poverty. 

    The marks of unhealthy society are blatantly obvious. 

  It is easy to identify the symptoms of disease. 

But the real challenge is to identify what causes those symptoms. 

 Why does a society become unhealthy? 

  There can be a lot of finger pointing over that question. 

   We can point an accusing finger at self-serving politicians. 

 We can become agitated by being treated like a number. 

  The economy or the weather can be blamed for an unhealthy society. 

   Corruption in big business could be the cause. 

    Religious bigotry could be blamed for a society’s disintegration. 

  Being consumed by frivolous matters like sports and entertainments. 

   Dysfunctional families, poor parenting, or disrespectful children. 

The basic definition of Society is “A group of persons living together as a 

community with a distinct social or economic class.” 

 Society has two key components, community and commodity. 

  And a healthy society experiences community and commodity in proper balance. 

  Community is living with others in a friendly association or fellowship. 

   A community has common interests and traditions. 

 It is a sharing of life and resources. 

  Our congregation is a community. 

   The New Testament uses a word to describe the Church. 

    The Church is called a koinonia or a fellowship. 

  The Church is a community of faith. 

   We’ll come back to this in a few minutes. 

The other key component of society is commodity. 

 A Commodity is any useful thing, anything bought and sold, any article of 

commerce. 

  A professional sport team is a commodity. 

   They can’t be described as a community. 

 Have you ever heard the expression Toronto Maple Leaf hockey community? 

  I know some of you don’t even think of them as a hockey team. 

   No professional team is really a community because players are acquisitions. 

    Athletes are little more than a commodity, a piece of commerce or property. 

  They belong to a team and are someone to be sold or traded. 

   Players hold value only as they produce and create profit. 

    People are reduced to an asset rather than a living person. 

     Treating people as a commodity rather than as a community is unhealthy. 

   In an unhealthy society commodity dominates community. 

    In an unhealthy society children are treated like a commodity. 

     That happens right here in Canada. 

      Our own government encourages families to have more children. 
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    Why? – Because we need more children to increase the work force. 

     If we don’t have more kids our pension plan will dry up. 

      That treats children like a commodity-an article of commerce. 

       Unhealthy societies place children in sweat shops. 

     In unhealthy societies children are forced into the sex trade. 

      Children become mules for drug dealers. 

       Children become objects of porn. 

It is impossible for a country at war to be a healthy society. 

 Again the name says it all. 

  Armed Forces not Armed Communities. 

   It sounds crass and calloused, but soldiers are a commodity. 

 That is especially true where there is a draft or forced enlistment. 

  Many of our soldiers nobly volunteered. 

   They did that because they cared about their community. 

    They were willing to lay down their life for those they loved and valued. 

  But in the eyes of many the soldier was reduced to an asset. 

   In some battles they were ordered into the fight without a weapon. 

    The only way they secured a weapon is if a comrade was shot. 

     Then they picked up their dead comrade’s weapon. 

   And another soldier waited for that comrade to be shot. 

    These are examples of how people become commodities. 

     They are a commodity when they should be a community. 

      A community can easily be overshadowed by commodities. 

    And that makes an unhealthy society. 

     No one can be a commodity and a community at the same time. 

      People are not an acquisition. 

It is impossible for people to be a commodity and community at the same time. 

 Only the family and the Church can be the foundation of healthy society. 

  The church should be a community where people are not treated as commodity. 

   If that does happen in the church, the society becomes unhealthy. 

 Everything Jesus said and did was about relationships and families. 

  Jesus is the perfect example of community. 

“I and my Father are one.”  (John 10:30) 

“I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, 

Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you 

sent me.”  (John 17:21) 

“I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we are one.”  (John 

17:22) 

   Listen to the words of Paul to the Ephesians. 

“You were all called to travel on the same road and in the same direction, so stay 

together, both outwardly and inwardly. You have one Master, one faith, one baptism, 

one God and Father of all, who rules over all, works through all, and is present in 

all. Everything you are and think and do is permeated with Oneness.”  (Ephesians 

4:4-6 The Message) 

    Let’s look at our two passages from that backdrop of relationships. 

  Jesus says the Church is to be the light of the world. 

   Jesus said we are to give light to all the house. 

    Jesus said we are to shine before men. 

     Jesus said we are to reveal good works and not be hid. 

   Jesus said we are to bring glory to God. 

    Jesus’ disciples should be making a huge impact on everyone. 

     There should be no dysfunction in the church. 

      There should not be shadows where sin and disease can fester. 

    That’s why Jesus went on to say we should be full of light. 

     If we are full of darkness, the darkness around us will be intense. 

      If the church plummets into darkness there is no hope for society. 

       If we get distracted by earthly concerns the darkness invades. 
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     Jesus had just warned us not to be consumed by earthly treasures. 

      Where our treasure is our heart is also. 

       If our eyes drink in earthly pursuits, our hearts grow dark. 

        We cannot be light and dark. 

      A little worldliness will consume. 

       We are either full of light or we are full of dark. 

        So we can’t afford to be an unhealthy church. 

         We just can’t. 

       There is way too much at stake. 

        There is no fellowship between light and dark. 

So we need to ask, “what kind of light am I?” 

 What are my eyes seeking and drinking in? 

  Jesus said the Gentiles seek the answers to this world’s concerns. (Mt. 6:32) 

   They seek food and garments and drink. 

 If that is what our eye absorbs people will become commodities. 

  Jesus tells us to seek first God’s kingdom and righteousness.  (Mt. 6:33) 

   If that is what our eyes are drawn to people will become communities. 

    Jesus added to this seeking, “Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you 

will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  For every one who asks receives, 

and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.  …  So whatever 

you wish that men would do to you, do so to them; for this is the law and the 

prophets.”  (Mt. 7:7-8, 12) 

  That 12th verse is the difference between commodity and community. 

   Community seeks to do for others. 

    Commodity seeks others to do for me. 

     If I am distracted by things on earth I am a lousy light. 

   If I treat others like a commodity I am a lousy light. 

    Jesus says we can’t serve two masters. (Mt. 6:24) 

     If we do, hatred is going to enter our relationships. 

      Our loyalties will be torn. 

    Something will be hated and something else loved. 

     It is either the world or the Lord. 

      There is no middle ground. 

       We can’t try to be light while harbouring darkness. 

     John obviously remembered Jesus’ sermon. 

      He had a front row seat. 

“Seeing the crowds, He went up on the mountain, and when He sat down His disciples 

came to Him.  And He opened His mouth and taught them …”  (Matthew 5:1-2) 

John wrote in his first letter; “This, in essence, is the message we heard from 

Christ and are passing on to you:  God is light, pure light; there’s not a trace of 

darkness in Him.  If we claim that we experience a shared life with Him and 

continue to stumble around in the dark, we’re obviously lying through our teeth—

we’re not living what we claim.  But if we walk in the light, God himself being the 

light, we also experience a shared life with one another, as the sacrificed blood 

of Jesus, God’s Son, purges all our sin.”  (1 John 1:5-7 The Message) 

Let’s take a test this morning. 

 I am preaching about healthy society because someone invited me to preach whatever 

I wanted in this “You Asked For It” sermon series. 

  It seemed the right sermon for this day of remembering the sacrifices of our 

soldiers, remembering our persecuted brothers and sisters, and those victimized by 

family violence. 

   In many cases these people are treated as commodities. 

 If our society is going to be healthy it starts with us. 

  So since you asked for it, here is the test. 

Check the following statements that treat the Body of Christ as a Commodity. 

� I come to church because I like the music. 

� Through the services I can worship my Heavenly Father. 
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� I come to church because it makes me feel good. 

� Our congregation is important to me because it is respected by others. 

� I attend church because it gets me connected. 

� I value this church because I can offer and receive God’s love. 

� I am part of this congregation because people are cared for. 

� I value this congregation because I can minister freely. 

� I come to church because people are nice to me. 

� This congregation is important to me because I can be myself. 

� I attend this church because I can be a friend to others. 

� I go to church because I have problems I need fixed. 

� I come to church so I don’t feel guilty. 

� I come to this church because of its programs. 

 

Worship team come to platform and start playing closing song 

 

These are just a few ways we treat the church as a community or a commodity. 

 Every time we treat the church as a commodity we stop being light to the world. 

  Treating others like a commodity breaks fellowship with Jesus. 

   It means we take a stroll in the darkness. 

 It means we are clouding the truth. 

  It means we are seeking the wrong and we diminish the health of our society. 

   Jesus wants us to be full of the light of His purity. 

    We are called to a life of service and righteousness. 

  We are called to enter the darkness with Jesus’ light. 

   We are called to endure the famine. 

    We are called to end the sword wielding. 

     We are called to endear the voice of Jesus. 

   We are called to endorse the Cross of Jesus. 

    We are called to endow salvation to our world. 

     Healthy Society begins with you and me right where we are today. 

      Is there someone you have been treating as commodity? 

    Is there a strain in your community with others? 

     John gives this instruction. 

“If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.”  (1 John 1:7) 

 

Closing Song – Days of Elijah 


