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Romans 12:1-2 

You Asked For It! 
Holy Living 

 

What are some of the reasons people give for why they don’t attend church? 

 We have probably heard them all, the church is full of hypocrites. 

  The church is judgmental; they are just after my money. 

   They are a bunch of do-gooders and I’m not good enough. 

 People in the church can’t have any fun, they are always negative. 

  All the church says is, “You can't do this!  You can't do that!” 

   You can’t smoke and you can’t chew and you can’t go with girls who do. 

    We could all ramble off 10 don’ts we have heard in churches. 

  The church is often shrouded in negativism. 

That is the reality that the church has to live with. 

 The church always seems to begin with the negative approach. 

  And in our passage of Scripture Paul proves that there is a negative element. 

   “Do not be conformed to this world.”  (Romans 12:2) 

 Why not? 

  What is wrong with being a little like the world anyway? 

   The problem with a little worldliness is that it grows and goes a long way. 

    We have this built-in gravitational pull toward sin. 

  The more wrapped up in this world we become the more warped sin makes us. 

   The Apostle Paul is telling us to say "NO!" to sin. 

    Do not be conformed to this world. 

     Being like the world has one result - destroyed lives. 

We know about the 10 Commandments. 

 God gave the Law to govern society so that its people act civilized. 

  Eight of the 10 commandments are negative. 

   Don’t kill, steal, commit adultery, work on the Sabbath, lie, covet. 

 The 10 commandments are negative because of the presence of sin. 

  The church exists in a sinful world and must take a stand against sin. 

   Jesus, through the church, calls us to turn away from sin. 

    The Christian's first act, the step of faith, involves negative action. 

  At least the world considers it negative. 

   The first act of faith is turning away from sin. 

    We cannot avoid the fact that the church has a negative flavor. 

     We cannot pretend to be something that we are not. 

   We take a stand against the sin which clings and so easily entangles. 

“… let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so 

easily trips us up.”  (Hebrews 12:1b) 

 

I Holy living has a negative message. 

  Any religion that is only positive is a false religion. 

   It is not biblical. 

    Even for Jesus the negative came first. 

  Death on the cross had to precede the new life of resurrection. 

“… He endured the cross, disregarding its shame.  Now He is seated in the place of 

honor beside God’s throne.”  (Hebrews 12:2b) 

The Biblical reality is that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. 

 If a church is not perceived with a negative side, it is not a Christian church. 

  We must apply the message boldly to our lives. 

   “Do not be conformed to the world!” 

 Don’t let the world squeeze you into its mould. 

  There is tremendous pressure from the world to keep us from looking like Jesus. 

   This is a temporary world. 
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    Because of sin this world is not permanent. 

  We see constant reminders that we are living in a transient world. 

   Hospitals, funeral homes, cemeteries tell us this world is not permanent. 

    Because of sin we are frail and mortal. 

     Life is full of upheaval and change. 

This is the world that Paul is telling us not to conform to. 

 Don’t get sucked into the reigning fashion of the present evil age. 

  Paul is telling us not to live for the temporary. 

   He is telling us to not just be a clock puncher. 

 Don't serve time. 

  Don't let your life be dictated by bank balances and possessions. 

   If that is your value system you are a child of this age. 

    You are conforming to this world. 

Wm. Greathouse says, “Christians are often misfits in the world’s eyes.” 

The Apostle John said, “Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If any 

one loves the world, love for the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the 

world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, is not 

of the Father but is of the world.  And the world passes away, and the lust of it, 

but he who does the will of God abides for ever.”  (1 John 2:15-17) 

  Paul says we were created for something greater than that. 

   That is one side of the Church. 

    But it is not the only side. 

 

II Holy living has a positive message. 

  The Christian Church should be the most positive place on earth. 

   If life in the Church is only negative it is not holy. 

    If all the world sees is the negative, they are not seeing a holy church. 

  If people say “I don’t want anything to do with Jesus” something is missing. 

   The easy approach to the Christian life is the negative. 

    Saying “no” to the world of sin is the starting point. 

     The holy life is more than saying no to sin. 

   Holy living is also turning toward a holy God. 

Paul says in I Thes. 1:9-10, “You turned from idols to serve a living and true God 

and to wait for His Son from heaven whom He raised from the dead, Jesus who 

delivers from the wrath to come.” 

In Galatians 1:3-4 Paul wrote to another church, “Grace and peace from God the 

Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins to deliver us from 

this present age, according to the will of our God and Father.” 

Instead of being conformed to this world we are to be transformed to Christ. 

 This is the positive message that balances the negative. 

  We get metamorphosis from the Greek word for transform. 

   It speaks of a radical difference. 

 We no longer look like a worm but become this amazing butterfly. 

  This is not just a change in appearance. 

   Being transformed is a change of essence. 

    We do not just act differently, we are completely different, a new creation. 

  God transforms us to fit comfortably into His age to come. 

   Transformation is the renewal of the mind. 

    We no longer are bent towards sin. 

     We increasingly prefer and practice what God wants. 

   Holiness begins with the renewal of our minds. 

    But the renewal of the mind does not happen overnight. 

     It has a beginning point but that is followed by a life-long process. 

      We discover we are thinking more the way God wants us to think. 

And this does not take place in isolation. 

 I can never live a holy life by myself. 

  This renewal continues in the garden of a holy community. 

   It requires an environment of mutual love and accountability. 

 That is why worshipping together is essential. 

  Worshipping the Lord in community attunes us to know God’s will. 

   The renewal of the mind does not happen in isolation. 
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    If we are lax in worship we will lack renewal of our minds. 

  If the body of Christ is not influencing you who is? 

   As we exalt the Lord together we keep our minds stayed on God. 

If a church is not perceived with a positive side, it is not a holy church. 

 Even though we start with a negative outlook, we end with a positive. 

  We are transformed with the renewal of our minds. 

   But even that is not holy living. 

 

III Holy Living has a message. 

  Holy living is proving God’s will. 

   God’s will is to love and redeem this world. 

    In the strength and purity of a renewed mind we love this world. 

  In the strength of our loving holy community we travel to the lost. 

   God has a plan and a passion for your life. 

    His plan returns you to those who need Jesus. 

     Holiness is only a façade if it is not lived out in the world. 

   Holiness is living wholly, entirely devoted to God. 

    That is the only way to prove the will of God. 

     That is the only way to put God’s will to the test. 

      By living in God’s will, people begin to see Jesus in us. 

“And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us.  We do this by 

keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith.” 

(Hebrews 12:1-2) 

    They see three things that Paul describes. 

The world will begin to see what is truly good, acceptable, and perfect. 

 God's will is the good. 

  His will is not just some of the good. 

   His will is not just sort of good or relatively good. 

 His will is not just better than most. 

  His will is perfect. 

   His will is acceptable. 

    There is no better. 

The holy life is never aimless, stagnant, fruitless, or lacking in content. 

 The good, the perfect, the acceptable in life is seen in living a holy life. 

 God’s perfection can work through these flawed and feeble lives. 

  We can reflect His holiness, His justice, His goodness. 

The Psalmist declared, “Blessed are the people who know the passwords of praise, 

who shout on parade in the bright presence of God.  Delighted, they dance all day 

long; they know who You are, what You do – they can’t keep it quiet!  Your vibrant 

beauty has gotten inside us – You’ve been so good to us!  We’re walking on air!  

All we are and have we owe to God, Holy God of Israel, our King!” (Psalms 89:15-18 

TM). 

   Holy living will keep your life from being bland and empty. 

 Holy living declares that God is the good, the complete, and the acceptable. 

  Holy living is being set apart for God’s will. 

   God's will gives you a purpose in life. 

    It is yours to receive by turning away from your sin and saying “Yes” to God. 

  He has already said “Yes!” to you. 

   Step away from the sin of this world through Jesus’ forgiveness. 

    Be transformed by the renewal of your mind. 

     And prove God’s loving and perfect will to the world around you. 

   This is Holy Living. 

 

Closing Song – I Give You My Heart 


