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Today is a day we focus on peace. 

 How can you be an agent of peace in our world? 

  None of us are people of international influence. 

   Not many people are listening in on our thoughts. 

 The crisis of ISIS will not end with a text from me. 

  Trying to befriend terrorists on facebook will not likely bring world peace. 

   Peace is certainly not something we can experience through bribery. 

    Peace cannot be purchased or demanded. 

  Lighting a candle doesn’t start a ripple of peace that sweeps the world. 

   But there is something very simple that you and I can do. 

    We can live these verses from 1 Corinthians. 

     I don’t mean just give them lip service. 

   I mean, really live them out with people who are flesh and blood. 

    Paul is not spewing a theory or rhetoric. 

     In Paul’s thinking, peace is part of the excellent way to live. 

      Every believer should desire to live out verses 4-6. 

This is what the turbulent, war-torn church in Corinth needed. 

 If the church – the body of Christ needs it, the world is desperate for it. 

  Paul tells us what love is. 

   He also tells us what love is not. 

 If we fail to live the way he describes love, there is no hope for peace. 

  If we do the things that love is not, there is no hope for peace. 

   It isn’t enough to do one or the other. 

    It does no good to do all that love is if we do everything love is not. 

  It is no good to avoid what love is not if we fail to show what love is. 

   It is both-and, not either-or. 

    We must choose how to love and choose how not to love. 

 

I Let’s look first at what love is not. 

 There is no room for jealousy or pride in love. 

  Arrogance is an adversary to love. 

   Love is not rude or ignorant in its behavior. 

 It does not insist on its own way, or throw temper tantrums. 

  If the interests of others are not considered, love is not being invested. 

   If people are irritating to you, love is absent. 

    If you hold grudges or resentment, the “no vacancy” sign to love is lit. 

  If you find enjoyment when people are wronged love is vapid. 

   William Barclay puts it this way. 

    “Love finds no pleasure in evil doing or in anything that is wrong.” 

     What is the first evil that pops into your mind when you read that? 

   The first thing that came to my mind was pornography. 

    I don’t know why. 

     That would not have been on William Barclay’s mind in 1954. 

      But now, 60 years later, pornography is rampant. 

    Viewers of pornography generally find it pleasureable. 

     And if that is the case, they forfeit the excellent way. 

      Pornography is evil doing, it is wrong. 
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       It is everything that Christ’s love is not. 

     It twists, distorts, and manipulates God’s perfect creation. 

      If evil is pleasurable to you, you cannot profess God’s love. 

Time won’t allow me to expound on all these love-less traits. 

 It probably isn’t necessary to elaborate on all of them. 

  But I will focus in on one – love is not arrogant. 

   I selected that disqualifier of love because it seems important to Paul. 

 This is the fourth time Paul has used the word arrogant in 1 Corinthians. 

  And it appears several times in the New Testament. 

   When arrogance is present things do not end well. 

    When arrogance rears its ugly head the results are anything but excellent. 

  Peace cannot co-exist with arrogance. 

“Some of you have become arrogant, thinking I will not visit you again.” (4:18) 

“But I will come—and soon—if the Lord lets me, and then I’ll find out whether 

these arrogant people just give pretentious speeches or whether they really have 

God’s power.” (4:19) 

“And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this 

be removed from among you.” (5:2) 

   It is no coincidence that Paul includes arrogance in what love is not. 

 Even in these few references we discover that arrogance is pretentious. 

  Interestingly one definition of pretentious is to make claims to excellence. 

   Arrogance is a fake excellence. 

    It is not the genuine thing. 

  Only in love can we experience genuine excellence. 

   We also see that arrogance is opposed to God’s power. 

    Arrogance is focused on what I bring to the table. 

     And we see that arrogance does not grieve over sin. 

   Arrogance tolerates sinful and damaging behavior. 

    This just scratches the surface of arrogance. 

We discover a whole lot more about arrogance in other NT verses. 

“And a final word to you arrogant rich: Take some lessons in lament. You’ll need 

buckets for the tears when the crash comes upon you. Your money is corrupt and 

your fine clothes stink. Your greedy luxuries are a cancer in your gut, 

destroying your life from within. You thought you were piling up wealth. What 

you’ve piled up is judgment.”  (James 5:1-3) 

Riches are not the concern for James. 

 The attitude with which riches are accumulated is the problem. 

  Arrogance and riches combine to have a cancerous effect. 

   A person is eaten away from the inside out. 

 And reach the outside it most certainly does with corruption and stench. 

“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put 

their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who 

richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.”  (1 Timothy 6:17) 

  Arrogance misdirects hope miscalculates wealth. 

   Arrogance creates a lack of certainty which prohibits peace. 

    There is no true joy when there is no hope in God. 

“Let no one disqualify you, insisting on self abasement and worship of angels, 

taking his stand on visions, puffed up [or arrogant] without reason by his 

sensuous mind, and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, 

nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a 

growth that is from God.”  (Colossians 2:18-19) 

  Arrogance stifles Godly growth because it actually hates and resists God. 

   Arrogance searches for anything to replace God’s rightful claims. 

    It lowers life to living only on the sensual plain. 

“Anyone who teaches something different is arrogant and lacks understanding. 

Such a person has an unhealthy desire to quibble over the meaning of words. This 

stirs up arguments ending in jealousy, division, slander, and evil suspicions.”  
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(1 Timothy 6:4 NLT) 

     The arrogant don’t understand the meaning of life. 

   Their life is unhealthy and they quibble over insignificant stuff. 

    Arrogance injects suspicion and stirs up arguments. 

     A life void of peace and excellence is horrible. 

      Paul says much the same thing to the people of Rome. 

“slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of 

doing evil; they disobey their parents;”  (Romans 1:30) 

“But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of stress.  

For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, 

disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, inhuman, implacable, 

slanderers, profligates, fierce, haters of good,”  (2 Timothy 3:1-3) 

“He is especially hard on those who follow their own twisted sexual desire, and 

who despise authority. These people are proud and arrogant, daring even to scoff 

at supernatural beings without so much as trembling.”  (2 Peter 2:10) 

    There is no room for arrogance in God’s kingdom. 

     God’s authority is scoffed at. 

      It leaves a person to live for the flesh. 

       The only love expressed will be self absorbed love. 

     That is what starts war in a person’s heart. 

      And that war consumes anything in their path. 

       Rejecting God’s perfect love pits us against God and others. 

Tragically the same could be said for everything else love is not. 

 

II But let’s look at what love is 

 Love is patient and kind, it cares for others more than for self. 

  Love finds joy in what is right, righteous, holy, pure, good. 

   Love cannot be neutral or indifferent. 

 Love will take sides and refuses to say there is nothing that can be done. 

  Love will work tirelessly for the right and for justice to prevail. 

   Love puts up with anything or endures anything. 

    Love trusts God always, even in the storms and disappointments of life. 

  Paul goes on to elaborate even more of what love is. 

   But we will stop where verse 7 ends. 

    Again, let’s focus in on just one of the qualities of love. 

     Paul said love endures all things. 

Endurance is a quality attributed to God Himself. 

 His goodness endures, His righteousness endures, His mercy endures, 

  His word endures, His praise endures, His truth endures, 

   His dominion endures, His righteous judgment endures, His throne endures. 

 Paul has a lot to say about endurance. 

“To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are brutally 

treated, we are homeless.  We work hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, 

we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; when we are slandered, we answer 

kindly. We have become the scum of the earth, the garbage of the world—right up 

to this moment.” (1 Corinthians 4:11-13) 

  To endure is to bear pain without flinching. 

   There is no reflex action to strike back. 

    To endure is a state of contentment no matter the circumstance. 

“We endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of 

Christ.”  (1 Corinthians 9:12b) 

  To lash back will undermine the good news of Jesus. 

“No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is 

faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you 

are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.”  (1 

Corinthians 10:13) 

   When we endure we are saying to God, ‘I trust You.’ 
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    “I refuse to take matters into my own hands. 

     “I do not seek the easy way through life. 

   “I resist the way of least resistance. 

    Enduring commits to contentment, which in turn weakens temptation. 

“If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are 

comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experience when you patiently 

endure the same sufferings that we suffer.”  (2 Corinthians 1:7) 

     Endurance brings comfort to others. 

“In everything we do, we show that we are true ministers of God. We patiently 

endure troubles and hardships and calamities of every kind.  We have been 

beaten, been put in prison, faced angry mobs, worked to exhaustion, endured 

sleepless nights, and gone without food.”  (2 Corinthians 6:4-5) 

      Enduring hardships gives evidence of God working through us. 

Paul said, “So I am willing to endure anything if it will bring salvation and 

eternal glory in Christ Jesus to those God has chosen.”  (2 Timothy 2:10) 

     When we endure it opens the way to salvation for others. 

     We are willing to stay behind with the wounded. 

      We endure for those who are without hope unless we stay. 

       Enduring is not a passive resistance. 

     Enduring is an act of fortitude and strength. 

      It is to persevere even in disappointment and frustration. 

Just as arrogance strips away the hope of peace endurance makes hope possible. 

 In the news we have seen the clash of arrogance and endurance. 

  The USA has been embroiled in civil unrest and turmoil. 

   Things boiled over with a court decision on the shooting of Michael Brown. 

 On November 24th buildings were looted and burned. 

  There was violence and thuggery in the streets. 

   But there was a clash between arrogance and endurance that night. 

    That clash raged on for days. 

  It is easy to watch from Canada and pass judgment. 

   Not all who protested were arrogant. 

    Many showed the quality of love that endures. 

     But bedlam erupted in the streets with looting and violence. 

   That is love without endurance. 

    That is arrogance that takes out its demands on others. 

Love will stand up for truth and stand against injustice. 

“Love keeps away from the powerful influence of injustice and sides with the 

truth.”  (F. W. Grosheide) 

 A love that does that is action that will lead to peace. 

  But insisting on our own way and taking matters into our own hands lacks love. 

   The excellent way will protest and speak out with the desire for peace. 

 The excellent way does not loot and destroy and resort to violence. 

  Our world needs to see God’s love at work. 

   And that is where you and I can be authors of peace. 

    May God strip away arrogance and anything else that contradicts His love! 

  May God rekindle the flame of love that endures all things! 

 

Closing Video Light the Fire Again. 


