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This is the last of the Spiritual Gifts series. 

 Carlos and Brian have shared exquisite sermons on the spiritual gifts. 

  Without fail one message has come through during this series. 

   Over and over again we have heard the same thing. 

 If you take nothing from these months of sermons please don’t miss this. 

  Spiritual gifts are given for the edification of God’s Kingdom. 

   They are for building up the body of Christ – the Church. 

    I’ll say a little more about that later. 

  But this morning we look at the gift of apostle. 

   The literal meaning of apostle is “one sent out”. 

    That means that an apostle is God’s gift to the world. 

     An apostle reveals God to the world. 

   That revelation is through the spoken truth of the gospel. 

    Jesus, the Author of the Gospel, was called an apostle. 

“Therefore, holy brethren, who share in a heavenly call, consider Jesus, the 

apostle and high priest of our confession.  He was faithful to Him who appointed 

Him, just as Moses also was faithful in God’s house.  Yet, Jesus has been 

counted worthy of as much more glory than Moses as the builder of a house has 

more honor than the house.”  (Hebrews 3:1-3) 

To be an apostle requires walking in the footsteps of Jesus. 

 To be an apostle requires an intimate personal relationship with God. 

  Only then can God be truly revealed. 

   Paul knew he was an apostle. 

“Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our 

brother Sosthenes, to the church of God which is at Corinth, to those sanctified 

in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place 

call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:” (1 Cor. 

1:1-2) 

 Paul was an apostle, Jesus was His Lord. 

  But there was a problem because Paul had never met the pre-crucified Jesus. 

   Because of that, some people rejected Paul as an Apostle. 

    This was happening even in the church in Corinth. 

  They were quarreling among themselves about this very thing. 

   Some thought Paul should lead them. (1 Corinthians 1:11-13) 

    Others thought Apollos, or Cephas, or even Jesus. 

     The gift of apostle was splitting the church apart. 

   Paul says, ‘Wait a minute! 

    ‘Do you hear what you are doing? 

     ‘You are tearing Jesus apart over this.’ 

And he called them to consider the gift Carlos preached last week. 

 ‘Wisdom, if you have wisdom from above you will move beyond this. 

  ‘Look to the Gospel, not to human leadership. 

“… it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.  

…  but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 

Gentiles, … Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.” (1 Cor. 1:21b, 23, 

24b) 

   Paul said no one should boast in the presence of God. 
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 Our only authority is Jesus Christ whom God made our wisdom. 

  Our only concern should be how the gifts are powered by the gospel! 

   We need to lay our petty battles down. 

    All they do is show our foolishness. 

  Too much is at stake when the church is embroiled in debate. 

   Paul said, ‘I am nothing, the Gospel of Jesus is everything.’ 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel:  it is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who has faith.”  (Romans 1:16) 

    That is the true spirit of the apostle and all the spiritual gifts. 

     Have you experienced that power and wisdom? 

   Have you reached out in faith to embrace and follow Jesus? 

   That is the first work of an apostle. (1 Corinthians 9:1-3 read) 

1.  An apostle has seen Jesus and calls people to FOLLOW Jesus. 

 Not everyone in the church is interested in following Jesus as the truth. 

  I know that sounds bizarre. 

   Too many people don’t desire the truth of Jesus. 

 Some want a Jesus of convenience. 

  They don’t want a truth that challenges or convicts. 

   They want to hear something that makes God manageable. 

“They exchange the glory of the immortal God for images …” (Romans 1:23) 

    They crave a god that can be manipulated to look presentable. 

  They want a god that they can groom. 

   They pant after idols that can be painted and polished. 

But apostles proclaim God who is just and holy. 

 Apostles proclaim God who has declared all out war on sin by the Cross. 

  The God of Scripture is not manageable by us. 

   You cannot polish and beautify God to make Him desirable. 

 You cannot make God presentable and predictable. 

  You cannot groom God to make Him fit your idea of respectable. 

   That is the message of an apostle-FOLLOW JESUS.  (1 Cor. 8:4, 6) 

2.  Apostles also proclaim FREEDOM (read vs. 18-22). 

 Not everyone agrees on what freedom is either. 

  People didn’t want to hear that the Gospel was free to the whole world. 

   People didn’t want to hear that God loves the whole world and offers freedom. 

 People didn’t like the freedom Paul displayed in sharing God’s love. 

  Paul was an embarrassment to some people. 

   He didn’t behave the way they thought an apostle should behave. 

    No self-respecting apostle would associate with law-breakers. 

  No self-respecting apostle would be a slave or weak. 

   The apostle Paul was willing to do anything for the gospel. 

    He declared freedom and offered freedom. 

     I have to admit I sometimes struggle with freedom. 

   To me, a free life looks like an uncontrolled life. 

    It can get messy and I don’t like messy. 

     I guess I wouldn’t make a good apostle. 

      But I ache for that freedom. 

    I think we all do. 

     At times I yearn to just let loose, not hold back. 

      At times I would like to be labeled crazy for Christ. 

       But that is more Brian and Carlos. 

     The Apostle proclaims freedom in Christ. 

      There is only one thing in which we don’t have liberty. 

       We are not free to choose when or who we will love. 

        The love of Christ compels us-FREEDOM. 

3.  Apostles also call people to FOCUS. (read vs. 24-27) 

 Paul refused to be disqualified. 

  The apostle never looks away from the finish line. 
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   They constantly see the prize. 

 Nothing distracts them from that course. 

  Every athlete, or apostle, exercises self control in all things. 

   Paul says “I pommel my body” (v. 27) 

    Paul says “I subdue my body” (v. 27). 

  “I don’t control God but I let Him control me. 

   “My one desire is to gain freedom in Christ. 

    “I do it all for the sake of the gospel not for reputation. 

     “I do it all to share in the gospel’s blessings. 

   “I do it all to receive an imperishable prize. 

    “I let go of everything in life except Jesus. 

     “He is my Prize. 

      “And seeing others win that Prize is what I live for.” 

It is so easy to go through life beating the air and lose focus on Jesus. 

 Beating the air means my attention really is not fixed on Jesus. 

  I beat the air by looking at the enemy over my shoulder. 

   And the enemy stands there laughing. 

 Beating the air is running the race but never reaching the finish line. 

  We run looking over our shoulder. 

   Some of my most nervous moments as a dad were watching our kids run. 

    We have all watched a child run while looking over their shoulder. 

  It is a disaster waiting to happen. 

   It’s next to impossible to maintain a straight direction. 

    It’s impossible to see the danger toward which they are heading-FOCUS. 

4.  The apostle calls people to FAITH. (vs. 10:1-7 read) 

 Paul lived to trust in God. 

  Paul didn’t live for the things of this world. 

   His appetite and thirst were for the supernatural food and drink – Jesus. 

 Israel had to live this way as they left Egypt for the Promised Land. 

  Eat the Manna, drink from the Rock, put your faith in God, or die. 

   But many of them couldn’t leave their world behind. 

    They kept looking over their shoulder at Egypt. 

  At first they shoulder checked because Egypt was full of enemies. 

   Their enemies pursued them until the Red Sea consumed them. 

    But then they shoulder checked because they wanted Egypt back. 

     God was dynamically leading them but they were not faithful. 

   They were distracted. 

    No wonder they wandered in the wilderness for 40 years. 

     They still had an appetite for the world. 

      With most of them God was not pleased and they died in the desert. 

    They desired evil and worshipped idols-FAITH. 

It was still like that hundreds of years later when Isaiah prophesied. 

“For they are a rebellious people, lying sons, sons who will not hear the 

instruction of the Lord; who say to the seers, ‘See not’; and to the prophets, 

‘Prophesy not to us what is right; speak to us smooth things, prophesy 

illusions, leave the way, turn aside from the path, let us hear no more of the 

Holy One of Israel.’  Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, ‘Because you 

despise this word, and trust in oppression and perverseness, and rely on them; 

therefore this iniquity shall be to you like a break in a high wall, bulging out 

and about to collapse, whose crash comes suddenly, in an instant; and its 

breaking is like that of a potter’s vessel which is smashed so ruthlessly that 

among its fragments not a shard is found with which to take fire from the 

hearth, or to dip up water out of the cistern.’”  (Isaiah 30:9-14) 

 It is still like that today and the apostle calls people from falsehood. 

  The apostle is sent with a different message. 

   FOLLOW, FREEDOM, FOCUS, FAITH this is the call of the apostle. 

 Everything else is crucified in the life of the apostle. 
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  Listen to this paragraph from Power Praying by David Chotka. 

“When we pray for the Father in heaven to be hallowed, we are … lining our lives 

up with God’s purposes to destroy all the works of the devil, to cast out all 

hatred, all animosity, all despair, all disease, all meaningless suffering, to 

remove all things that subvert or oppose God’s true rule and destroy people.  In 

the end, to pray this prayer is to cast out Satan himself through the 

proclamation that Jesus died for us and rose again to become the risen Lord.  …  

The Lord’s Prayer is no prayer to pray if you don’t mean business about God’s 

purposes to destroy evil.  It is no prayer to pray if you wish to have a 

carefree existence.  To pray this prayer is to enter into the sphere of God’s 

transcendent goodness and to declare war on all evil everywhere.  …  To pray the 

first line of the Lord’s Prayer is to declare open warfare on Satan and his evil 

hordes.  They will counterattack.”  (Power Praying by David Chotka, p. 74) 

That is what enables the apostle to call the church and world to holiness. 

 But that is the call upon anyone who has called upon the name of the Lord. 

  That is the message of the rest of our Scripture (10:8-15 read)). 

   I read a blog posted by John Piper last week. 

 He was commenting on a book written by Drew Dyck. 

  He said much the same as what I just quoted from David Chotka. 

“Seeing God as dangerous is essential to how we live. As children of our Father 

in heaven, we, too, are called to be dangerous. I’m not talking about being 

violent or destructive. But like God, we should be dangerous to evil and 

injustice, a holy threat to anything that preys on the innocent, crushes the 

powerless and enslaves people to sin” (Yawning at Tigers:  You can’t Tame God So 

Stop Trying, by Drew Dyck p.60).  If our God is not dangerous, how will we prove 

dangerous to sin and evil?  Our mission is at stake.” 

   The Spirit gives His gifts so we do not fall by the wayside. 

    To use the gifts for personal gain is to abuse God’s grace. 

  It is to keep His riches for ourselves. 

   It is to say, “I am greater than God.” 

    But it is equally unscriptural to not use God’s gifts. 

     That is also an abuse of God’s grace. 

   That keeps His riches from others. 

    It is another way to say, “I am greater than God.” 

     It means you have decided to take over for God. 

      To not use the spiritual gifts God has given is to play God. 

    This is serious. 

     I share this warning – do not abuse the spiritual gifts. 

      To do so puts you in opposition to God.  (Praise Team) 

I may not be an apostle, but I am still called to live in obedience to God. 

 And we have all been given the gospel to proclaim to our world. 

  The Spiritual gifts are not given to make us nice people. 

   The Spiritual gifts are not to make life neater or safer for us. 

 The Spiritual gifts are not to insulate us from the world. 

  The spiritual gifts make us dangerous to the world. 

   The Spiritual gifts thrust us into a world that is black with sin. 

    The Spiritual gifts thrust us into a world that is chaotic with evil. 

  The Spiritual gifts thrust us into a world that denies God and holiness. 

   The Holy Spirit puts us on the front line of spiritual warfare. 

    The gift of apostle requires absolute surrender. 

     But that is God’s call to everyone who claims to follow Jesus. 

   Have you said yes to that call? 

 

Closing Song – Surrender (Romans 11:33-36) 


